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ADVENT BEGINS DECEMBER 2™

Advent - the season of four Sundays |eading up to Christmas - is a
wonderful time of anticipation for Christians the world over as we
look forward to the coming of Christ at Christmas. Here are
opportunities for you to join with your church family this season:

SUNDAY the 2™ Advent begins. We invite you to come to Trinity on
Sundays in December - and bring a friend! It's the time of year when
people are most likely to come to a church service, and it's our
intention to make Trinity a place of warmth and welcome.

3:30 a.m. KidsTime! 10:43 a.m. Morning Worship Service
(These meeting times apply through Advent. In addition are the
following special events:)

SUNDAY the 9", “Hanging o’ the Greens”: Come join us after our
Morning Worship Service as we decorate our sanctuary for Advent

SUNDAY the 16™ 3.00 p.m. Plainville Church Christmas Caravan
The Plainville Conference of Churches is planning something new this
season. All are invited to participate in a "Christmas Caravan,” which
will travel to several locations to hear Advent songs and Scripture.
Starting at the Plainville Historical Society, the Caravan proceeds to
Trinity, Redeemer's AME Zion Church, Plainville United Methodist, the
Congregational Church, and finally to Church of Our Saviour for
refreshments. Enter into the Christmas spirit and enjoy fellowship
with other Christians in Plainville.

SUNDAY the 23", 10:45 a.m. Dur Adult Chair's Christmas Musical

MONDAY the 24™ B:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service

Our Family Service of Lessons & Carols blends together the
participation of children and families with the biblical narrative of
Christ's birth and seasonal songs. We encourage you to be a part of
this meaningful way to usher in Christmas Day.



FROM HALLOWEEN TO "CHRISTMAS CHILD,”
OUR THANKS TO YOU ALL!

In last month’'s 7imes we highlighted several then-upcoming ministry
opportunities for you to participate in. Many of you did so, and many fine
things happened. Here are some updates:

* "Halloween Harvest & Hospitality Here"

We set up shop on our church lawn the evening of October 31°%. As we
noted, our Trumbull Avenue neighborhood teems with children on Halloween,
and we want to make Trinity a welcome site for them. We erected a white
tent canopy strung with mini-pumpkin lights and put out bales of hay, corn
stalks, and pumpkins to create an autumn-harvest atmosphere. We then
handed out candy to children and hot apple cider to the thirsty.

We estimate over 200 people came by, receiving several pounds of
candy, nearly eight gallons of cider, and lots of smiles and goodwill from our
servers. Thanks to Ruth Bernadt, Joan Charneski, and Dick and Claudia
Peterson for serving, to Bob and Sandi Soucy for loaning us and setting up
their tent canopy, to Beverly LaPlume for hay bales and many other
contributions, and to all of you who offered candy and cider. Edie Chandler
has posted a large picture-postcard of the event in our church lobby.

* “"Operation Christmas Child”

We much appreciate your participation in this “Christmas Shoebox”
campaign, gathering toys, personal items, school supplies, and more to fill
shoeboxes sent internationally to needy children. Your efforts join with
many others to bring thousands of children around the world an expression
of Christ's love. Our church filled 34 boxes!

Our thanks to our Congregational Care Commission’s Ruth Bernadt and
Ruby Harper for their coordination of this project. Also Ruby, Mal and Jean
Cummings, and Ruby’s granddaughter Haley gathered Trinity’'s boxes and 26
more from the Bible class at Tunxis Community College (thus 60 in all) and
transported them to the regional collection site in West Hartford. We're
grateful to all of you who participated in this meaningful ministry.



* Trinity's Annual Meeting (Part 1)

By constitutional arrangement our congregation divides its Annual
Meeting into two portions, one in November and one in January. At our
November 18™ gathering, we considered the ballot of church leaders for
2008 as prepared by our Nominating Committee. We also received the
proposed church budget for the coming calendar year, considering how we
can fund our distinctive variety of church ministries.

We appreciate all of you who participated, including those who
prepared food for our communal lunch; Anil Mathew for his leadership as our
church chair, and Mal Cummings, Joe Freitas, and Anil on our budget-planning
committee.

A special expression of thanks goes to our Nominating Committee, who
met several times this season to pray and deliberate, discern and propose
prospective church leaders as they prepared the ballot for 2008 leadership
that they presented to the Annual Meeting. The Nominating Committee this
year was chaired by Jon Platt, had as secretary Joan Charneski, and included
Ruby Harper, Ingrid Mongillo, and Pastor Dave.

* Community Thanksgiving Service

The Plainville Conference of Churches has been less active in recent
years while a number of churches went through leadership transitions, with
several ministers retiring after long tenures and others receiving calls to
serve in other locations. That transition process has largely concluded, and
new leadership is now in place at the Congregational, Episcopal, Lutheran, and
Methodist churches.

Pastor Russell Waldman of Plainville United Methodist took the
initiative to organize the Plainville Conference of Churches this season to
host the Community Thanksgiving Service, held at the Methodist Church on
Sunday evening, November 18", The gathering was well-attended, and
included a choir of 30 representing all congregations present. An offering
was collected to benefit the Plainville Community Food Pantry, with cash,
checks, and non-perishable food items totaling nearly $400 in value. We
much appreciate all who participated.



PLAINVILLE CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS SHOW
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PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON, SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS
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DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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