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ADVENT BEGINS DECEMBER 2nd  
 

Advent – the season of four Sundays leading up to Christmas – is a 

wonderful time of anticipation for Christians the world over as we 

look forward to the coming of Christ at Christmas.  Here are 

opportunities for you to join with your church family this season: 

 

SUNDAY the 2nd  Advent begins. We invite you to come to Trinity on 

Sundays in December – and bring a friend! It’s the time of year when 

people are most likely to come to a church service, and it’s our 

intention to make Trinity a place of warmth and welcome.  

9:30 a.m.  KidsTime!   10:45 a.m.  Morning Worship Service 

(These meeting times apply through Advent. In addition are the 

following special events:) 

 

SUNDAY the 9th, “Hanging o’ the Greens”: Come join us after our 

Morning Worship Service as we decorate our sanctuary for Advent 

 

SUNDAY the 16th, 3:00 p.m.  Plainville Church Christmas Caravan  

The Plainville Conference of Churches is planning something new this 

season.  All are invited to participate in a “Christmas Caravan,” which 

will travel to several locations to hear Advent songs and Scripture.  

Starting at the Plainville Historical Society, the Caravan proceeds to 

Trinity, Redeemer’s AME Zion Church, Plainville United Methodist, the 

Congregational Church, and finally to Church of Our Saviour for 

refreshments. Enter into the Christmas spirit and enjoy fellowship 

with other Christians in Plainville. 

 

SUNDAY the 23rd, 10:45 a.m. Our Adult Choir’s Christmas Musical 

 

MONDAY the 24th, 6:00 p.m.  Family Christmas Eve Service 

Our Family Service of Lessons & Carols blends together the 

participation of children and families with the biblical narrative of 

Christ’s birth and seasonal songs. We encourage you to be a part of 

this meaningful way to usher in Christmas Day.

 

The Purpose of 

Trinity Covenant Church is: 

  To invite people to enter into  

     personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

     and into His family, 

  To enable them to grow in 

     Christlike character,  

  And to equip them for their ministry, 

  So as to bring honor to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Trinity Times 

is the monthly newsletter of 

 

Trinity Covenant Church 

59 Trumbull Avenue 

Plainville, CT  06062 

(860) 747-0059 

On the Internet: 

http://pages.prodigy.net/the.chandlers/trinity 

 

David F. Chandler, Pastor 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-12 

(excluding pastoral activities elsewhere) 

and by appointment 

 

Allison Kleinschmidt Platt, 

Organist and Choir Director 

 

Anita Nyberg, Office Secretary 

 

And Where Our Members Are 

Our Ministers 
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FROM HALLOWEEN TO “CHRISTMAS CHILD,” 

OUR THANKS TO YOU ALL! 
 

In last month’s Times we highlighted several then-upcoming ministry 
opportunities for you to participate in. Many of you did so, and many fine 
things happened. Here are some updates: 
 

* “Halloween Harvest & Hospitality Here” 
We set up shop on our church lawn the evening of October 31st. As we 

noted, our Trumbull Avenue neighborhood teems with children on Halloween, 
and we want to make Trinity a welcome site for them. We erected a white 
tent canopy strung with mini-pumpkin lights and put out bales of hay, corn 
stalks, and pumpkins to create an autumn-harvest atmosphere. We then 
handed out candy to children and hot apple cider to the thirsty.  

We estimate over 200 people came by, receiving several pounds of 
candy, nearly eight gallons of cider, and lots of smiles and goodwill from our 
servers. Thanks to Ruth Bernadt, Joan Charneski, and Dick and Claudia 
Peterson for serving, to Bob and Sandi Soucy for loaning us and setting up 
their tent canopy, to Beverly LaPlume for hay bales and many other 
contributions, and to all of you who offered candy and cider. Edie Chandler 
has posted a large picture-postcard of the event in our church lobby.  

 

* “Operation Christmas Child” 
We much appreciate your participation in this “Christmas Shoebox” 

campaign, gathering toys, personal items, school supplies, and more to fill 
shoeboxes sent internationally to needy children. Your efforts join with 
many others to bring thousands of children around the world an expression 
of Christ’s love. Our church filled 34 boxes!   
 Our thanks to our Congregational Care Commission’s Ruth Bernadt and 
Ruby Harper for their coordination of this project. Also Ruby, Mal and Jean 
Cummings, and Ruby’s granddaughter Haley gathered Trinity’s boxes and 26 
more from the Bible class at Tunxis Community College (thus 60 in all) and 
transported them to the regional collection site in West Hartford. We’re 
grateful to all of you who participated in this meaningful ministry. 
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* Trinity’s Annual Meeting (Part 1) 
 By constitutional arrangement our congregation divides its Annual 
Meeting into two portions, one in November and one in January. At our 
November 18th gathering, we considered the ballot of church leaders for 
2008 as prepared by our Nominating Committee. We also received the 
proposed church budget for the coming calendar year, considering how we 
can fund our distinctive variety of church ministries.  

We appreciate all of you who participated, including those who 
prepared food for our communal lunch; Anil Mathew for his leadership as our 
church chair, and Mal Cummings, Joe Freitas, and Anil on our budget-planning 
committee.  

A special expression of thanks goes to our Nominating Committee, who 
met several times this season to pray and deliberate, discern and propose 
prospective church leaders as they prepared the ballot for 2008 leadership 
that they presented to the Annual Meeting. The Nominating Committee this 
year was chaired by Jon Platt, had as secretary Joan Charneski, and included 
Ruby Harper, Ingrid Mongillo, and Pastor Dave. 

 

* Community Thanksgiving Service 
The Plainville Conference of Churches has been less active in recent 

years while a number of churches went through leadership transitions, with 
several ministers retiring after long tenures and others receiving calls to 
serve in other locations. That transition process has largely concluded, and 
new leadership is now in place at the Congregational, Episcopal, Lutheran, and 
Methodist churches. 

Pastor Russell Waldman of Plainville United Methodist took the 
initiative to organize the Plainville Conference of Churches this season to 
host the Community Thanksgiving Service, held at the Methodist Church on 
Sunday evening, November 18th. The gathering was well-attended, and 
included a choir of 30 representing all congregations present. An offering 
was collected to benefit the Plainville Community Food Pantry, with cash, 
checks, and non-perishable food items totaling nearly $400 in value. We 
much appreciate all who participated. 
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PLAINVILLE CHORAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS SHOW 

 

The Plainville Choral Society is presenting  “A Christmas Collage” at the Middle School of 

Plainville on Friday, December 7th, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, December 8th, at 2:00 p.m. and 

7:30 p.m. Tickets  $12 in advance, $15 at the door, children 12 and under for $5.  See Mal or 

Jean Cummings or Ruth Bernadt for tickets. 

 

 

UPCOMING GATHERINGS AT THE PINES 

 

Please take note of these upcoming mind- and faith-growing opportunities at Pilgrim Pines 

Conference Center in beautiful southern New Hampshire: 

 

• November 30 - December 2, Creative Memories Weekend 

• January 4-6, Winterfest 2008 High School Retreat (held at Lake Champion, NY) 

• January 18-21, Family Winter Weekend 

• February 8-10, Trailblazer Winter Retreat (for students in grades 4-6) 

• February 15-18, Family Winter Weekend 

• February 22-24, Junior High Winter Retreat (for churches including Trinity) 

 

Promotional/registration brochures are available in the church office. In addition to church-

centered retreats, the Pines carries on a great service to seniors in the broader public as a hosting 

site for many Elderhostel “Adventures in Life-Long Learning” programs held during most 

months of the year. For fees and information on these and other programs, please call the Pines at 

603/352-0443. You can also visit www.pilgrimpines.org, or e-mail info@pilgrimpines.org.  

 

 

SEND A CARD, SAY A PRAYER 

 

Here are church members and friends who live in retirement communities, who may miss church 

because of physical challenges, or who are ill or otherwise just need our prayers and a card: 

 

* Ruth Bridgwater, c/o Sharon Kitchen, 8885 SE Hobe Ridge Ave., Hobe Sound, FL  33455 

 

* Mary Eschenbrenner, 12 McKernan Drive, Plainville, CT 06062  

 

* Judith Johnson, The Gables of Guilford, 201 Granite Road, Apt. 115, Guilford, CT  06437 

 

* Annie Larson, 88 Scott Swamp Road, Apt. 313, Farmington, CT 06032 

 

* Ruth Lunn, 424 Lake Avenue, Unit 1, Bristol, CT  06010 

 

* David Peterson, Pilgrim Manor Care Center, Room 22, Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT  06416 

 

* Emma Selander, 75 Perry Road, Forestville, CT  06010 
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PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON, SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

 

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS  

December              January 

  2 Dale Johnson                                                  6                                                                                                            

  9                                                                               13                                                                                                                    

16                                                                        20                                                                                                                                                                    

23 Ruth Bernadt & Ruby Harper                        27                                                                                                                                                        

30        Dick & Claudia Peterson                                                                                                           

 

NURSERY CAREGIVERS  

December             January 

   2   Mary Lou Freitas & Marilyn Anderson              6     Cathy Simons & Brandy Simons                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

   9   Ruby Harper & Jennifer Leander                      13    Sherry Eschenbrenner & Mary Lou Freitas                                                                                                                                                                                 

 16   Edie Chandler & Nancy Johnson                      20    Marilyn Anderson & Ruby Harper                                                                                                                                                            

 23   Joan Charneski & Amanda Charneski              27     Jennifer Leander & Edie Chandler                                                                                                                 

 30   Jackie Damon & Diane Dougherty                                                                                                                                                                                  

  

 

USHERS       

December            January 

   2   Eddie Crane & Dale Johnson                            6                                                                    

   9   Scott Peterson & Dale Johnson                         13                                                                             

 16   Scott Peterson & Dale Johnson                         20                                                                       

 23   Eddie Crane & Dave Blandino                          27                                                       

 30   Jay Leander & Dale Johnson 

                                                                                                      

 

COMMUNION PREPARERS  

December            January 

   Audrey and Stan Kasakowski 

                                     

COMMUNION SERVERS 

December            January 

    Ingrid Mongillo, Donna Carlson                               Scott Peterson, Richard Peterson, 

        Ruby Harper, Everett Selander                                         Carol Nilson, Carol Valauskas 

 

 

BIBLE READERS       

December  January 

    2    Myrtle Pipeling                                                       6    Richard Anderson (op)       

    9    Donna Lee Carlson                                               13    Abigail Leander 

  16    Ruby Harper                                                         20    Mal Cummings (op)                                                          

  23    Chris Mancini                                                       27    Nino Freitas   

  30    Everett Selander (op)                                          
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DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

    5   Ron Criscitiello                                                      22    Allison Platt 

    6   Christopher Ersevim                                              24    Abigail Chandler 

  14   David Chandler                                                      27    Ruth Bernadt 

  18   Nancy Johnson                                                       28    Owen Leander 

  21   Isaac Chandler 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

   

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

    1   Anil Mathew                                                          13      Emma Selander 

    3   Thomas Ersevim                                                    14      Manuel Saxon 

    3   Doris Gadzik                                                          14      Robert Dougherty 

    4   Donald Rogers                                                       21      Nicole Deangelo     

    5   Heidi Maar                                                             28      Joseph Maar 

    8   Sharon Schadler                                                 

  11  John Puzzo                                                    JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES                                                                   

                                                                                        27     Richard & Sue Keller 
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