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The Purpose of
Trinity Covenant Church is:

To invite people to enter into

personal relationship with Jesus Christ

and into His family,
To enable them to grow in

Christlike character,
And to equip them for their ministry,
So as to bring honor to God.
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The Trinity Times
is the monthly newsletter of

Trinity Covenant Church
59 Trumbull Avenue
Plainville, CT 06062
(860) 747-0059
On the Internet:
http://pages.prodigy.net/the.chandlers/trinity

David F. Chandler, Pastor
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-12
(excluding pastoral activities elsewhere)
and by appointment

Allison Kleinschmidt Platt,
Organist and Choir Director

Anita Nyberg, Office Secretary

And Where Our Members Are
Our Ministers

SMALL GROUPS AT TRINITY:
COME JOIN LS!

Sunday mornings, of course, are an important time of
the week for your Christian life, no doubt about it.
When we come together in the larger gathering of
the Morning Worship Service at Trinity, we can
worship bod collectively, participate in church life on
a congregational level, and see that we're part of a
larger and meaningful endeavar.

For all the value of congregational worship, it's also
true that your Christian life will never grow and
develop as fully as it can unless you are in a small
group of other Christians that meets reqularly. You
simply cannot develop friendships and experience the
kind of spiritual closeness you desire - and need - in
a crowd. You need a small group of friends you can
get to know well, and who get to know you well, and
with whom you can share life's joys and challenges.

Many at Trinity are involved in small groups. If you're
not yet involved, we invite you to be! Here are some
possibilities for you:



SMALL GROUPS AT TRINITY — COME JOIN US! (Continued)

“Lunch ‘n’ Learn” Bible Study meets monthly at Trinity, typically on a Sunday after
Morning Worship, for a brown-bag lunch together and then a time of Bible-based
discussion. After taking the summer off, the group, led by Ruth Bernadt and Audrey
Kasakowski, is completing its study of a curriculum called Faith in Action, a Bible-study
guide that offers reflections on resolutions passed in recent years by the Annual Meeting of
the Covenant Church — resolutions on such topics as economics (including as related to
hunger and poverty), politics and public policy, the environment, and the sanctity of life, to
name a few of the hot-button subjects covered. This group is open to newcomers,
including those who would like just to sit in and see what it’s like. The first meeting this
season is set for September 30™. For more info, contact Ruth (582-5849;
ruthbernadt@sbcglobal.net) or Audrey (582-2283; a.kasakowski@worldnet.att.net).

Women’s Morning Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. at Trinity, typically bi-
weekly. Marilyn Anderson leads this group, which likes to choose a meaningful subject
and analyze it in-depth. In the 2006-2007 season, the group did a thorough study of the
New Testament book of Philippians. Now the group, which was off for the summer, has
resumed meeting and is continuing its exploration of the Old Testament book of Genesis.
This group also is open to newcomers. Contact Marilyn (860/632-1129;
MarilynAnderson36@sbcglobal.net) for more information.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast usually meets on the first Saturday of the month at 7:30 a.m. in
Trinity’s Fellowship Hall. This group, started by Dave Blandino, Joe Freitas, Dale
Johnson, and Scott Peterson, grew out of these men’s experience at the Annual Men’s
Retreat at Pilgrim Pines. The format is a simple one: enjoy a hearty meal (Joe, Dave, Dale,
and sometimes others form a crack kitchen crew), update each other on church ministries
and other items of interest, and have a communal prayer time. The group is open to all
men who would like to come. (This group did meet in September, but October is
exceptional and there won’t be a meeting this month. That’s because we’re going to the
Pines for the Men’s Retreat October 5-7. All men are welcome to join us there! For more
on this event, see the Pines news item below, or go to www.pilgrimpines.org).

New Groups Forming: A variety of groups have met over time at Trinity: groups for
men, for women, and for families. Some meet for a season and then conclude or evolve;
others have met for a period of years and continue to meet.

We would like to start new groups at Trinity! Our experience has been that the
groups that tend to grow closest are “affinity groups” (those where participants have a
certain affinity or interest in common, such as being newcomers together, or being male or
female, being parents or seniors or in another particular stage of life). Please consider
joining a small group at Trinity! As we say, your exploration in seeking God, or your part
in deepening an already-established relationship with God, will be more successful as you
join with a small group of like-minded people pursuing the same thing. If you would like
to join one of the groups mentioned above, please contact that group’s leader. If you are
interested in joining a new group, or in leading one, please see Pastor Dave.



[Trinity directly supports Covenant Missionary Cathy
Campobello in her ministry in Colombia, South America.
Here is a recent letter from her.]

September 6, 2007

“In the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” Luke 15:10

And there was great rejoicing when my friend told me the wonderful news that
the colonel had accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior after a couple of
years of her sharing passages from the Bible and praying for him.

“Do you know what that means?” she said excitedly.

“Well, it means...,” | barely got those words out when she answered,
“It means that he is in God’s army now!”

Of course, now the colonel will have divine orders. | was so thrilled to share my
friend’s excitement and | realized that this will be another person in a very
strategic place that God has as His instrument to do His work in His Kingdom.

The colonel is asking for God’s strategy and guidance in what he is doing as he
serves in the army.

Friendship evangelism is a powerful tool in sharing Christ in Colombia and around
the world. Many of the new Christians | am working with have come to know
Jesus through friendships.

News: | am in the U.S. visiting several churches and | had the opportunity to
attend the inspiring Women Ministries Trienniel of the Covenant in Chicago in
early August. | will return to Colombia on September 19th.

For those who are supporting me financially, would you consider increasing that
support by 3% for purposes of cost-of-living on an annual basis?

Thank you for the vital prayer support you give me, the e-mails and financial
support. God is good and | thank Him for you.

Gratefully in Him, Address: Apartado Aereo 55276
Medellin, COLOMBIA
Cathy Campobello South America

cathy@pactocol.org



* CAPE COD *
* B&B *

Offered by the Cape Cod Covenant Church
Brewster, MA

We have several members of our church who would
like to invite other Covenanters to come to Cape Cod
for a fall weekend get-away. The results would be:

1. a holiday for you
2. an act of stewardship and hospitality by us
3. a financial benefit to the operation of our church

We are offering a bed for the night and a continental breakfast the next
morning, on the weekends of October 5 and 12. In exchange for B & B we
would ask that you make a contribution of $80.00 per adult for two nights.

Children 16 and under would contribute $40.00 for the weekend. We have
limited housing available. If you are interested in coming for this
B & B offer or have questions, please contact

Roland Young Fall B & B committee chair
83 Shore Dr.
Dennis, Ma. 02638 (508) 385 3365 roland.young@comcast.net

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Again this year we will have the opportunity to participate in the Samaritan’s Purse project,
Operation Christmas Child. You can start now to collect items to fill one or more shoeboxes
(regular shoe or sneaker size — not boot size) to be distributed to needy children in one of the
many countries reached by Samaritan’s Purse. More detail will be coming.

WORKSHOP ON AUTISM AND THE CHURCH

On Saturday, November 10", Joni & Friends — the national disability ministry of author and
radio-show host Joni Eareckson Tada — is sponsoring a “Through the Roof” Workshop focusing
on autism and the Church. The gathering takes place at First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, and
includes a keynote presentation by the Autism Society of CT on orienting churches to minister to
those with autism and their families. For more information, please call First Church at 860/529-
1575, or e-mail GreaterBoston@joniandfriends.org.



MEN’S FALL RETREAT AT THE PINES

Our Men’s Prayer Breakfast (see p. 2) grew out of last year’s Men’s Fall Retreat at Pilgrim Pines,
and we invite all men to come to this year’s event October 5-7. Registration brochures are in the
church lobby and online at www.pilgrimpines.org. The guest speaker is the Rev. Dr. Carl
Abrahamsen, with the theme, “All That God Wants You to Be.” Howard Burgoyne,
Superintendent of the Covenant’s East Coast Conference, will also speak. It promises to be a great
time away, with enjoyable fellowship and faith-stretching discussions — and don’t forget the good
food and ample time for recreation during peak foliage in New Hampshire. Be part of it!

UPCOMING GATHERINGS AT THE PINES

Please take note of these upcoming mind- and faith-growing opportunities at Pilgrim Pines
Conference Center in beautiful southern New Hampshire:

e October 5-7, Men’s Retreat

e QOctober 8-11, Fall Foliage Tour

e October 19-22, Annual Pumpkin Festival

e November 16-18, Mother/Daughter Retreat

e November 21-23, Thanksgiving Festival Family Retreat

Promotional/registration brochures are available in the church office. In addition to church-
centered retreats, the Pines carries on a great service to seniors in the broader public as a hosting
site for many Elderhostel “Adventures in Life-Long Learning” programs held during most months
of the year. For fees and information on these and other programs, please call the Pines at
603/352-0443. You can also visit www.pilgrimpines.org, or e-mail info@pilgrimpines.org.

CVOC GALA OCTOBER 7™

Covenant Village of Cromwell annually hosts a public event to benefit its Benevolent Care Fund,
which assists residents who may be unable to fully cover the cost of their housing and care. This
year’s Annual Autumn Gala is being held on Sunday, October 7%, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Cromwell. The evening will begin with a social hour and silent auction at 5:00 p.m., followed by
dinner at 6:00. Music for the evening will then be offered by a very special musical guest,
recording artist Ken Medema. Tickets are $55 each. To make reservations or for more
information, please call Janet Carlson at 860/635-2690.

PLEASE NOTE THESE ADDRESS CHANGES

Joseph, Heidi, Peter, David, & Leah Maar Joshua, Kate, & Alek Thiede
18331 95th PL N 535 Mountain Road

Maple Grove, MN 55311 Cheshire, CT 06410
773/657-1027; jmaar@aol.com 203/439-7759



HELPING OUR HELPING HAND FUND

Here at Trinity we maintain our Helping Hand Fund. Separate from our church budget and other
church accounts, the fund is overseen by our Congregational Care Commission and the pastor,
and is used to meet emergency financial needs in the Trinity community. In recent months we’ve
had many such needs, and the fund is now quite low. We welcome your contributions in the
specially marked envelopes we distribute at Trinity on the first Sunday of the month (though you
are welcome to give designated funds at any time). Thank you for your consideration!

THE PASSING OF CAROL BLOOMOQUIST

Trinity member Carol Bloomquist, a resident at Covenant Village of Cromwell, passed away on
September 19 at Pilgrim Manor Care Center. She was 70. Born in Hartford in a family of five
daughters, Carol graduated from Rhode Island School of Design and went on to teach art in
Bristol schools. In the late 1970s, she and her husband Carl came to Trinity, where Carl was
church treasurer and Carol was on our Worship Commission, in addition to other ministries in
which they participated. Carol was married to Carl for 38 years until his passing in May of 2000.
She moved to Covenant Village in 2002. She is survived by her four sisters and their families,
Carl’s sister and family, and many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews. A memorial
service was held on September 24™ at the Covenant Village Chapel, with Village Chaplain Susan
Knight and Pastor Dave officiating. Expressions of sympathy for the family may be sent to Carol’s
sister, Mrs. Eleanor Eccleston, 39 Sherwood Lane, Norwich, CT 06360. Memorial donations may
be made to the Benevolent Care Fund at Covenant Village (52 Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT
06416) or to Trinity.

Peace to the memory of Carol Bloomquist.

SEND A CARD, SAY A PRAYER

Here are church members and friends who live in retirement communities, who may miss church
because of physical challenges, or who are ill or otherwise just need our prayers and a card:

* Ruth Bridgwater: Ruth’s daughter, Sharon, recently shared with us that Ruth has moved into a
nursing home. If you would like to send a card to Ruth, you can mail it
c/o Sharon Kitchen, 8885 SE Hobe Ridge Ave., Hobe Sound, FL 33455.

* Mary Eschenbrenner, 12 McKernan Drive, Plainville, CT 06062

* Judith Johnson, The Gables of Guilford, 201 Granite Road, Apt. 115, Guilford, CT 06437

* Annie Larson, 88 Scott Swamp Road, Apt. 313, Farmington, CT 06032

* Ruth Lunn, 424 Lake Avenue, Unit 1, Bristol, CT 06010

* David Peterson, Pilgrim Manor Care Center, Room 22, Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT 06416
* Emma Selander, 75 Perry Road, Forestville, CT 06010



PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON,

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS
October

7 Ruth Bernadt & Ruby Harper
14
21
28

Dale Johnson

NURSERY CAREGIVERS

October
7 Kristen & Kara Blandino
14 Mary Lou Freitas & Joan Charneski
21 Marilyn Anderson & Ruby Harper
28 Jen Leander & Edie Chandler

USHERS
October
Ingrid Mongillo & Anil Mathew

COMMUNION PREPARERS
October
Ruth Bernadt

COMMUNION SERVERS
October
David & Kristen Blandino,
Donald & Ruth Goranson

BIBLE READERS
October
7 Carol Valauskas

14 Joan Charneski
21 Ruth Goranson
28 Dale Johnson

November
4
11 Dick & Marilyn Anderson
18 Dick & Claudia Peterson
25 Manny Saxon

November
4
11
18
25

November

Richard Anderson & Richard Peterson

November
Ruby Harper & Ruth Bernadt

November

November

4 Nancy Johnson
11  Linda Mathew
18

25

LEADER/PIANIST FOR HEALTH-CARE CENTER SERVICE

October 4  Mal Cummings, leader

November 1 Marilyn Anderson, leader

Margaret Carlson, pianist

Margaret Carlson, pianist



DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Leah Maar
6 Diane Dougherty
6 Ruby Harper
11 Scott Peterson
13 Teri Bentley
14 Sherry Eschenbrenner
17 Rit Grzeszczak
19 Ruth Goranson
27 Donna Lee Carlson
29 Eric Anderson

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

9  Stan & Audrey Kasakowski
12 Mal & Jean Cummings
16  Everett & Emma Selander
18 David & Kristen Blandino

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 Nino Freitas
3 Catherine Campobello
7  Claudia Peterson

16  Jacquelyn Damon

18  Beverly LaPlume

19  Anne Vincenzi
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20 Jay Leander

23 Stefanie Crane

25 Sarah Mathew

27 Kyle Schadler

28 Joe Freitas

29 Audrey Kasakowski




