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MAY 4th IS 

“MINISTRIES-TO-CHILDREN SUNDAY” 
 

For several years our Christian Education Commission has hosted 

“Compassion Sunday” to highlight the ministry of Compassion 

International and provide Trinity members and friends the 

opportunity to sponsor children through this Christian humanitarian 

organization.  Through Compassion, children in our Sunday-morning 

KidsTime ministry continue to sponsor Catherine Damas in Tanzania. 

 

This year, May 4th is a day to consider and learn about the ways we 

can help children through several  ministries.  There will be special 

music, some testimony from those involved in these ministries, and 

some video presentation.  God clearly calls us, as a church and as 

individuals, to meet the needs of the poor, to care for children, and to 

work for justice.  It is our prayer that God will use this day of 

reflection and learning to stir our hearts to do good in His name, to 

bless us with a willing spirit to act, and strengthen our resolve.   
 

“Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of 
the poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them 
from the hand of the wicked.”  Psalm 82:3-4 

     

MAY 4th KIDSTIME 

Our KidsTime children will be singing in the May 4th Morning Worship 

Service.  Please make every effort to be a part of this special day.  

The song is fun, easy, and has a great message! 

 

KidsTime children will be hosting a coffee hour after the service. We 

are asking families of KidsTime children to provide the food and 

drinks for this time, and the children to do setup, serving, and 

cleanup.  A freewill donation will be collected to support Catherine in 

Tanzania, whom our kids sponsor through Compassion. 

 

 
The Purpose of 

Trinity Covenant Church is: 
  To invite people to enter into  
     personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
     and into His family, 
  To enable them to grow in 
     Christlike character,  
  And to equip them for their ministry, 
  So as to bring honor to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Trinity Times 

is the monthly newsletter of 
 

Trinity Covenant Church 
59 Trumbull Avenue 
Plainville, CT  06062 

(860) 747-0059 
On the Internet: 

www.Trinity-Covenant.net 

 
David F. Chandler, Pastor 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-12 
(excluding pastoral activities elsewhere) 

and by appointment 
 

Allison Kleinschmidt Platt, 
Organist and Choir Director 

 

Anita Nyberg, Office Secretary 

 
And Where Our Members Are 

Our Ministers 
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YES, WE DID SAY “FREE”!YES, WE DID SAY “FREE”!YES, WE DID SAY “FREE”!YES, WE DID SAY “FREE”!    

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY TOPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY TOPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY TOPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY TRAININGRAININGRAININGRAINING    

 

[As we shared in last month’s  Times:]  Trinity belongs to the East Coast Conference of Covenant Churches, which 

is holding its Annual Meeting on May 2nd–3rd right here in central Connecticut. This year the Meeting’s format is 

expanding to include ministry-training workshops, dinner, and Conference-wide Worship Celebration, and the 

Conference invites you  to attend – for free ! 
 

In recent years the Conference Annual Meeting has taken place on a Saturday and mainly involved a business 

session, with delegates from Conference churches representing local congregations. Such a session is also to 

take place this year – on Saturday, May 3rd – at the Children’s Home of Cromwell.  

 

What is being added this year is an extensive Friday gathering – on May 2nd – at Bethany Covenant Church in 

Berlin. This gathering begins at 3:00 p.m. with a choice of three ministry-training workshops (see below), which 

run until 5:15 p.m. These will be followed by a (free!) dinner buffet at 5:30 p.m. Then at 7:00 p.m., you are welcome 

at the Worship Celebration, led by experienced worship leaders and accomplished musicians and including 

Covenanters from throughout our Conference (which runs from Virginia to Maine). 

 

To register for this great opportunity, please call 860/635-2691, or e-mail ecceast@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Here are your three options of East Coast Conference Ministry Training Workshops: 

 

Season to G.R.O.W.:  Thinking about Christian Formation in Your Church 

How are people being formed in the likeness of Christ in your church? Where in your congregation do you sense 

the growing, irresistible, vital life of Jesus? How might you strengthen your Christian Formation ministry? Anyone 

interested is invited to come for a time of biblical reflection, assessment, networking, and encouragement. 
 

Missions: Thinking Outside the Check Book 

This workshop is designed to help your church strengthen/enrich your vision and action in missions by 

illustrating opportunities and drilling into strategies of what churches can do in short-term/hands-on missions 

projects – seeing Jesus powerfully touch others, while transforming us in the process. We’ll include practical 

“how-to”/”how-not-to” information as well – helping you face surprises and prepare for or avoid them. 

 

Breaking Through Invisible Walls: 

How to attract a crowd and transform them into followers of Jesus 
Growing the church has been the topic of many seminars and books. What should one’s attitude be on church 

growth? What may be some reasons why your church is not growing more? Learn how your church can break 

growth barriers by developing new strategies and practices for more effective ministries including preaching, 

planning, and assimilation. 
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TASK FORCE BEGINS WORK TO RENOVATE OUR CHURCH BUILDING 

 
Church Chair Anil Mathew has appointed a task force to consider possible changes to our 
existing facilities as well as structural changes to the building, both aimed at better supporting 
Trinity’s ministries. Ultimately, the task force expects to develop a recommendation for action 
that will be presented first to the Council, and with Council approval, to the congregation. Task 
force members are:  Dave Chandler, pastor; Anil Mathew, church chair; Joe Freitas; Marvin 
Anderson; Jon Platt; Allison Platt; Marilyn Anderson; and Dick Anderson, who will chair the 
task force. 
 
At its first meeting on April 13th, the group reviewed preliminary work done by Jon Platt, Anil 
Mathew, and Pastor Dave.  On April 30th, the task force will meet with an architect experienced 
in church renovation who has assessed our situation and is prepared to propose a phased 
approach to making changes to our building. 
 
The Trinity Times will include periodic reports on the progress of the task force. 
 
 

VBS NEEDS 

 
Help us plan for a Vacation Bible School ministry that can take in all the children who desire to 
be a part of it. July 21st-25th will be a fun-packed week, with the main purpose of reaching out to 
kids for Jesus.  The focus will be on making the right choices: “Choose this day whom you will 

serve” (Joshua 24:15). 

   

• Thanks to those who have committed to volunteering!  We greatly appreciate you.  

• There are still ways to lend a hand.   Please prayerfully consider if there is some way 

for you to join the VBS Team!   

 

How about:  Decorating Coordinator, Teacher, Snack Coordinator (just to create a daily 
schedule of bakers from our volunteer list [you don’t even need to be on-site on VBS days]), 
Craft Coordinator (who oversees our craft area). 
                        
Also: Assistant Teachers, Publicity, Painters/Decorating Helpers, Craft preparers, and Help for 
VBS Intergenerational Finale (Friday, July 25th) 
 
VBS Craft Donations 

The generosity of Trinity members and friends has really allowed us to have wonderful crafts for 
the kids. We are planning to post a list of needed donations by mid-May and hope that you would 
once again help us by supplying some needed materials.  More details to come!  Thanks in 
advance for your help. 
 
VBS Workdays 

We will be planning a craft-prep day in June after church and a decorating day in July after 
church. Please watch for more details. The plan is to complete all prep by Saturday, July 12th. 
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CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES’ EASTERTIDE CELEBRATION 

 
In recent years during the season of Lent, the Plainville Conference of Churches has held a series 
of weekly Lenten Services at participating churches. This year we are trying something different 
and invite you to be part of it: On Sunday, April 27th, at 7:00 p.m., at Plainville United 
Methodist Church, the Conference of Churches is hosting its first Eastertide Celebration. Area 
churches are participating and you can, too! Please plan to join us. 
 
 

 MUSIC SCHEDULE 

 

We’re always looking for voices to join our music ministry, and instrumentalists who would like 
to share their gifts of music on Sunday mornings at Trinity. This is a schedule of music for May 
and June.  There’s room for special music on most of these days.   Please contact Allison if you 
would like to be a part of the music in coming months!  All ages are welcome to respond. 
 
5/4  Kids/Special   
5/11  Kids   
5/18  SPS 
5/25  Anita Nyberg 
6/1  Choir 
6/8  Men 
6/15  Choir 
6/22  Women 
6/29  SPS 
 

SMALL-GROUP SURVEYS 

 

Thank you to all who have responded our recent survey to gauge interest and encourage support 
in our ministry of small groups at Trinity. A new Friday-night group is now up and running and 
studying Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose-Driven Life.  If you have responded to the survey and 
are not currently in a group, we are in the process of connecting you to one in the coming weeks.  
We also heard of your interest in a monthly/quarterly women’s meeting, one-day seminars, or a 
retreat. These will be matters of discussion in the coming months, and the Christian Education 
Commission is certainly available to speak with you should you have any questions.   
 
If you didn’t fill out a survey form, it’s not too late to get involved in a group.  Just let Pastor 
Dave or any member of the Christian Education Commission know of your interest. 

 
 

NEW ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS: 
 
Anita Nyberg    Ingrid Mongillo 
7 Upson Street, Apt. 9   New home phone:  860/261-7500 
Bristol, CT  06010   Cellphone: 860/707-6781 
860/516-4885 
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OUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSION    

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OFINVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OFINVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OFINVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF    

    

FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUN    
    

ONONONON    

    

SATURDAY, MAY 10SATURDAY, MAY 10SATURDAY, MAY 10SATURDAY, MAY 10THTHTHTH    

1 1 1 1 –––– 3 P.M. 3 P.M. 3 P.M. 3 P.M.    
    

WHEWHEWHEWHEN WE HOST OURN WE HOST OURN WE HOST OURN WE HOST OUR    

    

MOTHERMOTHERMOTHERMOTHER----DAUGHTERDAUGHTERDAUGHTERDAUGHTER    

FRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEA    
    

INVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDSINVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDSINVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDSINVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDS    

TO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTHTO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTHTO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTHTO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTH    

OF OUR TRINITY FAMILY.OF OUR TRINITY FAMILY.OF OUR TRINITY FAMILY.OF OUR TRINITY FAMILY.    

WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,    

PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,    

SOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLESOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLESOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLESOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLE    

    

AN ENTERTAINING PROGRAN ENTERTAINING PROGRAN ENTERTAINING PROGRAN ENTERTAINING PROGRAM WILL BE ENJOYED BY ALLAM WILL BE ENJOYED BY ALLAM WILL BE ENJOYED BY ALLAM WILL BE ENJOYED BY ALL    

    

WE INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!WE INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!WE INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!WE INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!    

(A HAT COLLECTION WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO)(A HAT COLLECTION WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO)(A HAT COLLECTION WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO)(A HAT COLLECTION WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO)    

    
PLEASE RSVP TOPLEASE RSVP TOPLEASE RSVP TOPLEASE RSVP TO    

SANDRA SOUCY, RUTH BERNADT,SANDRA SOUCY, RUTH BERNADT,SANDRA SOUCY, RUTH BERNADT,SANDRA SOUCY, RUTH BERNADT,    

OR SIGN THE POSTED INVITATIONOR SIGN THE POSTED INVITATIONOR SIGN THE POSTED INVITATIONOR SIGN THE POSTED INVITATION    

IN THE CHURCH LOBBYIN THE CHURCH LOBBYIN THE CHURCH LOBBYIN THE CHURCH LOBBY    

SO THAT WE MAY PLAN ACCORDINGLYSO THAT WE MAY PLAN ACCORDINGLYSO THAT WE MAY PLAN ACCORDINGLYSO THAT WE MAY PLAN ACCORDINGLY    
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UPCOMING GATHERINGS AT THE PINES 

 
Please take note of these upcoming mind- and faith-growing opportunities at Pilgrim Pines 
Conference Center in beautiful southern New Hampshire: 

 
• May 23-26, Work & Worship Weekend 
• June 25, Camp Squanto begins 
• June 28, Mayflower Family Camp begins 
• August 22-24, Father-Child Retreat 
• August 29 - September 1, Labor Day Weekend (with Bob Stromberg) 

 

Promotional/registration brochures are available in the church office. In addition to church-
centered retreats, the Pines carries on a great service to seniors in the broader public as a hosting 
site for many Elderhostel “Adventures in Life-Long Learning” programs held during most 
months of the year. For fees and information on these and other programs, please call the Pines at 
603/352-0443. You can also visit www.pilgrimpines.org, or e-mail info@pilgrimpines.org.  
 
 

WANT TO BE A PILGRIM PINES PRAYER PARTNER? 

  
You can join others who commit to pray for Pilgrim Pines’ ministries and who receive a monthly 
e-mail about current prayer matters.  To join the prayer list, go to the Pilgrim Pines website 
(www.pilgrimpines.org), click on the “Prayer” link, and then follow the instructions to be added 
to the list.  You can also join the list more directly by sending an e-mail to 
praypilgrimpines@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 

SEND A CARD, SAY A PRAYER 

 
Here are church members and friends who live in retirement communities, who may miss church 
because of physical challenges, or who are ill or otherwise just need our prayers and a card: 
 
* Ruth Bridgwater, Parkway Health Center, 800 SE Central Pkwy, Rm. 109, Stuart, FL  34994 
 
* Mary Eschenbrenner, 12 McKernan Drive, Plainville, CT 06062  
 
* Judith Johnson, The Gables of Guilford, 201 Granite Road, Apt. 115, Guilford, CT  06437 
 
* Annie Larson, 88 Scott Swamp Road, Apt. 313, Farmington, CT 06032 
 
* Ruth Lunn, 424 Lake Avenue, Unit 1, Bristol, CT  06010 
 
* David Peterson, Pilgrim Manor Care Center, Room 22, Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT  06416 
 
* Emma Selander, 75 Perry Road, Forestville, CT  06010 
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PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON, SUNDAYS IN MAY AND JUNE 

 

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS    
May                        June 

  4   Freitas Family                                                          1    Edie, Isaac, & Abbey Chandler                                                     
11   Freitas Family                                                          8    Dick & Claudia Peterson                                                           
18   Freitas Family                                                        15    Ruth Bernadt & Ruby Harper                                                    
25   Freitas Family                                                        22     Manny Saxon 
                                                                           29     Edie, Isaac, & Abbey Chandler                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                              
NURSERY CAREGIVERS  

May       June 

   4   Joan & Amanda Charneski                                  1    Mary Lou Freitas & Marilyn Anderson                                                                                                                                                                       
 11   Nancy Johnson & Diane Dougherty                    8    Ruby Harper & Jennifer Leander                                                                 
 18   Jackie Damon & Sherry Eschenbrenner             15    Joan & Amanda Charneski                                                                                     
 25   Kathy & Brandy Simons                                     22    Edie Chandler & Nancy Johnson                                                         
                                                                                     29    Diane Dougherty & Jackie Damon      
      

USHERS       

May               June 

    Audrey & Stan Kasakowski                                    Marvin & June Anderson 
 
 
COMMUNION PREPARERS  

May       June 

     Ruby Harper & Ruth Bernadt                                    Sandi Soucy & Donna Lee Carlson 
 

 
COMMUNION SERVERS 

May                  June 

   Ingrid Mongillo, Dale Johnson,                                  Ruth Bernadt, Jay Leander, 
                         Eddie & Stephanie Crane                                        Marylou Freitas, Dale Johnson 
 

 

BIBLE READERS       

May              June 

  4   Jon Platt                                                                    1    Isaac Chandler                                                                                                                                                                     
11   Linda Mathew                                                           8    Kristen Mathew 
18   Nancy Johnson                                                        15    Myrtle Pipeling 
25   Donna Lee Carlson                                                  22    Joan Charneski 
                                                                                        29    Everett Selander 
 

LEADER/PIANIST FOR HEALTH-CARE CENTER SERVICE 

June 7     Mal Cummings, leader                          Margaret Carlson, pianist                                          
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DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

     1    Amanda Charneski                                                          27    Kristen Mathew 
     4    June Anderson                                                                 28    Kyle Dougherty 
     8    Henrique Freitas                                                              29   Myrtle Pipeling 
     8    Hannah Platt                                                                     
     9    Dana Gronowski                                                               
   12    Margaret Carlson                                                 MAY ANNIVERSARIES              
   15   Jennifer Leander                                                             2     Larry & Ruby Harper 
   20   Sandra Soucy                                                                         9     David & Linnea Pearson 
   26   Daneen Peterson                                                                  12     Joseph & Heidi Maar   
   26    Amy Mongillo                                                                    14     Robert & Diane Dougherty 
   27    Larry Harper                                                                       25    Richard & Claudia Peterson 
                                                                                                        
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS                                           

     1    Virginia Keller                                                                     
   10    Annie Larson                                                        JUNE ANNIVERSARIES                                           
   11    Kara Blandino                                                         11    Robert and Sandra Soucy 
   12    Kate Ersevim                                                           20    Donald & Ruth Goranson       
   15    Sara Jean Puzzo                                                       22    Anil & Linda Mathew  
   20    Joan Charneski                                                         26    Dale & Nancy Johnson 
   20    Eric Dougherty                                                         26    Jay & Jennifer Leander 
   23    Gregory Simons                                                       28    Terri Bentley & Rit Grzeszczak 
   27    Linnea Pearson                                                          
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