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FREEFREEFREEFREE!!!!    

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OPPORTUNITIES FOR OPPORTUNITIES FOR OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

MINISTRY TRAININGMINISTRY TRAININGMINISTRY TRAININGMINISTRY TRAINING    
 

Trinity belongs to the East Coast Conference of Covenant 

Churches, which is holding its Annual Meeting on May 2nd–3rd 

right here in central Connecticut. This year the Meeting’s 

format is expanding to include ministry-training workshops, 

dinner, and Conference-wide Worship Celebration, and the 

Conference invites you to attend – for free ! 
 

In recent years the Conference Annual Meeting has taken 

place on a Saturday and mainly involved a business session, 

with delegates from Conference churches representing local 

congregations. Such a session is also to take place this year 

– on Saturday, May 3rd – at the Children’s Home of Cromwell.  

 

What is being added this year is an extensive Friday gathering 

– on May 2nd – at Bethany Covenant Church in Berlin. This 

broader gathering begins at 3:00 p.m. with a choice of three 

ministry-training workshops (please see the offerings 

detailed on the next page), which run until 5:15 p.m. These will 

be followed by a (free!) dinner buffet at 5:30 p.m. Then at 

7:00 p.m., you are welcome at the Worship Celebration, led by 

experienced worship leaders and accomplished musicians 

and including Covenanters gathered from throughout our 

Conference (which runs from Virginia to Maine). 

 

To register for this great opportunity, please call 860/635-

2691, or e-mail ecceast@sbcglobal.net.  

 
The Purpose of 

Trinity Covenant Church is: 
  To invite people to enter into  
     personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
     and into His family, 
  To enable them to grow in 
     Christlike character,  
  And to equip them for their ministry, 
  So as to bring honor to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Trinity Times 

is the monthly newsletter of 
 

Trinity Covenant Church 
59 Trumbull Avenue 
Plainville, CT  06062 

(860) 747-0059 
On the Internet: 

www.Trinity-Covenant.net 

 
David F. Chandler, Pastor 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-12 
(excluding pastoral activities elsewhere) 

and by appointment 
 

Allison Kleinschmidt Platt, 
Organist and Choir Director 

 

Anita Nyberg, Office Secretary 

 
And Where Our Members Are 

Our Ministers 
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Here are your three options of East Coast Conference Ministry Training Workshops: 
 

Season to G.R.O.W.:  Thinking about Christian Formation in Your Church 

How are people being formed in the likeness of Christ in your church? Where in your 

congregation do you sense the growing, irresistible, vital life of Jesus? How might you 

strengthen your Christian Formation ministry? Anyone interested is invited to come for a 

time of biblical reflection, assessment, networking, and encouragement. 
 

Missions: Thinking Outside the Check Book 

This workshop is designed to help your church strengthen/enrich your vision and action in 

missions by illustrating opportunities and drilling into strategies of what churches can do in 

short-term/hands-on missions projects – seeing Jesus powerfully touch others, while 

transforming us in the process. We’ll include practical “how-to”/”how-not-to” information 

as well – helping you face surprises and prepare for or avoid them. 

 

Breaking Through Invisible Walls: 

How to attract a crowd and transform them into followers of Jesus 
Growing the church has been the topic of many seminars and books. What should one’s 

attitude be toward church growth? What may be some reasons why your church is not 

growing more? Learn how you can break growth barriers in your church by developing new 

strategies and practices for more effective ministries including preaching, planning, and 

assimilation. 
 

 

THESE WORKSHOPS AND A TRINITY VISION 

 

In last month’s Times Allison Platt wrote an energetic and encouraging article called, “The 
Excitement of a Fresh Vision, a Future.” (If you’ve not read it or want to refresh your memory, 
you can find the article on page two of the March issue on our church website, at  
www.Trinity-Covenant.net/newsletters.html.) There she recalls “Marilyn Anderson’s passionate 
call at our congregation’s Annual Meeting to take the steps to reconfigure or rebuild our church 
structure to meet the needs of a promising and growing ministry at Trinity.” Allison’s 
encouragement – and Marilyn’s proposal – has to do with making commitments and taking 
practical steps to move forward into the future of church life here at Trinity. Our Church Council 
itself is taking practical steps to lead us in doing precisely this, and we plan to share more about 
this in the near future. The Conference Workshops mentioned above very much relate to the 
issues of future church life we are considering, and we encourage your participation in them. 
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MUSIC THANKS AND SUNDAY SINGING SCHEDULE 

 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all of those who gave of their time and talents to make 
special music during the Lent and Easter seasons.  We acted in faith and put together what/who 
we had – and I’d say in the end, God blessed these efforts.  I know it is the prayer of all involved 
in music ministry that something in the music this past season has helped you to worship with us 
and focus on the One who is worthy of all our efforts and praise. 
 
Looking ahead to the final months of our choir season … please join us! 
                (3/30     No choir this Sunday) 
                4/6        CHOIR PLANNING MEETING @ 10:00 a.m. 
                             * Other dates to be arranged at the 4/6 Meeting 
 

– Allison Platt 
 

 

KIDSTIME/YOUTH NEWS 

 

THANK YOU!!! TO EASTER HELPERS 

On behalf of the Christian Education Commission, I would like to thank all of those who helped 
Easter Morning be such a blessing to our church family.  We thank Joan Charneski for heading 
up our Easter Breakfast and enlisting others to help with it; Mary Lou Freitas for the bunny bags 
and games; and the Blandinos, Doughertys and Simons family (including Virginia Keller) for 
being sure eggs were filled and hidden!    
 
CAMP SQUANTO 

Camp Squanto Registration forms are out now!  For more information, you can check out 
http://www.pilgrimpines.org/CampSquanto.htm.  
 

JULY 21 – 25 ARE THE OFFICIAL 2008 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL DATES! 

This is official!  Mark your calendars and spread the word.  In May we’ll be looking for help with 
craft materials, and arranging several work (dare I say that playing with craft supplies and 
decorating materials is work!?) days.  This is an area where we need some support.  The theme is 
“SonWorld Adventure Park VBS”!  More to come in the May issue! 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP BOWLING 
  
Save the date of April 26th! 
  
 Trinity's Youth Group will get together for an afternoon of bowling on Saturday, 
April 26

th. We will meet at 1:30 p.m. to carpool to the bowling alley. All kids ages 
9 through 12th grade are invited and are encouraged to bring a friend. 
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 

 

Thank you to all who replied to our Small-Group Survey conducted on during Worship Services 
on recent Sunday mornings. If you have not done so, please take a moment to fill out a survey 
form and return it to Pastor Dave.  He’ll forward it (if it is not confidential) to the Christian 
Education Commission.  We’ll be meeting in April to review the surveys to learn more about 
your thoughts and needs, and how this Commission can help. 
 
If you’ve never tried a small group, it is the hope of this Commission and your Pastor that you 
prayerfully consider adding this dimension of fellowship to your life.   
 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  Hebrews 10:25 
 
 

LIVING A “PURPOSE-DRIVEN LIFE”: YOU’RE INVITED!!! 

 

Beginning on Friday, March 28th, a new small group is forming!  The first focus of the group will 
be to read Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose-Driven Life.  This was a congregation-wide 
campaign several years ago, but the content has continued to inspire Mary Lou Freitas personally. 
With her initiative, this group now forming invites you to explore the question everyone asks 
sooner or later: “Why on Earth am I here?”   
 

You are invited to join this new group!  Yes, we’ve had our first meeting, but still welcome 
newcomers. Let Mary Lou or Pastor Dave know of your interest.  If you want to find out more 
about the content of the book and something of the impact it has had, take a look here:   
http://www.purposedrivenlife.com/en-US/AboutUs/AboutTheBook/AboutTheBook.htm 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER 

 

Here is an update of our financial status as we approach the end of the first quarter: As you may 
recall, at our congregation’s Annual Meeting in January, a budget of $103,433 was approved by 
the members present. At the end of the first 12 weeks of the year, $23,638 is required to stay 
apace of the budget. We currently have received $21,445 (which includes the Easter service).  
 

Wasn’t it great seeing our church filled on Easter? Wouldn’t it be great to see it every Sunday?! 
    

 

CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES’ EASTERTIDE CELEBRATION 

 
In recent years during the season of Lent, the Plainville Conference of Churches has held a series 
of weekly Lenten Services at participating churches. This year we are trying something different 
and invite you to be part of it: On Sunday, April 27

th
, at 7:00 p.m., at Plainville United 

Methodist Church, the Conference of Churches is hosting its first Eastertide Celebration. Area 
churches are participating and you can, too! Please plan to join us. 
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OUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSION    

INVITES YOU TO JOIN USINVITES YOU TO JOIN USINVITES YOU TO JOIN USINVITES YOU TO JOIN US    FOR AN AFTERNOON OFFOR AN AFTERNOON OFFOR AN AFTERNOON OFFOR AN AFTERNOON OF    

FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUN    

ONONONON    

SATURDAY, SATURDAY, SATURDAY, SATURDAY, MAY 10MAY 10MAY 10MAY 10THTHTHTH    

1 1 1 1 –––– 3 P.M. 3 P.M. 3 P.M. 3 P.M.    
WHEN WE HOST OURWHEN WE HOST OURWHEN WE HOST OURWHEN WE HOST OUR    

    

MOTHERMOTHERMOTHERMOTHER----DAUGHTERDAUGHTERDAUGHTERDAUGHTER    

FRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEA    
    

INVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDSINVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDSINVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDSINVITE YOUR FAMILY OR SPECIAL FRIENDS    

TO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTHTO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTHTO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTHTO SHARE THE WELCOMING WARMTH    OF OUR TRINITY OF OUR TRINITY OF OUR TRINITY OF OUR TRINITY FFFFAMILY.AMILY.AMILY.AMILY.    

WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,WE WILL SERVE A LIGHT LUNCH, DESSERTS,    

PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,PUNCH, AND OF COURSE,    

SOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLESOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLESOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLESOME SPECIAL SPRING TEAS TO SAMPLE    

    

AN ENTERTAINING PROGRAMAN ENTERTAINING PROGRAMAN ENTERTAINING PROGRAMAN ENTERTAINING PROGRAM    WILL BE ENJOYED BY ALLWILL BE ENJOYED BY ALLWILL BE ENJOYED BY ALLWILL BE ENJOYED BY ALL    

    

WWWWE E E E INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!INVITE YOU TO WEAR FANCY HATS!    

((((A A A A HAT HAT HAT HAT COLLECTIONCOLLECTIONCOLLECTIONCOLLECTION WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO) WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO) WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO) WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TRY ON, TOO)    

    

PLEASE RSVP TOPLEASE RSVP TOPLEASE RSVP TOPLEASE RSVP TO    

SANDRA SOUCY OR RUTH BERNADTSANDRA SOUCY OR RUTH BERNADTSANDRA SOUCY OR RUTH BERNADTSANDRA SOUCY OR RUTH BERNADT    

 

 

LIFELINE SCREENINGS AVAILABLE THIS MONTH 

  
Grace Lutheran Church will be hosting LifeLine Screenings on Tuesday, April 15th. LifeLine 
Screening will offer four screenings using Doppler Color Flow Ultrasound: 

1) Carotid Artery Screening – looks for plaque buildup in the arteries, which can lead to 
stroke.  (Up to 75% of all strokes are linked to carotid-artery blockage); 

2) Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) test – checks for an aneurysm           
(enlargement) in the abdominal aorta leading to a ruptured aortic artery.  
The majority of people who have an AAA have no symptoms, but the  
mortality rate for a ruptured AAA is 80-94%; 

3) An Ankle Brachial Index (ABI) – screens for Peripheral Arterial                             
Disease (PAD) in the lower extremities. PAD is a strong indicator of heart disease. 

4) Bone Density Screening tests both men and women for the early detection of 
osteoporosis. 

You must pre-register by calling 1-800/324-1851.  These screenings are completely painless, 
non-invasive, and each test requires ten minutes or less to complete. The cost is $35-45 each or 
all four for $129. New! Atrial Fibrillation Test for irregular heartbeat is also available. 
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UPCOMING GATHERINGS AT THE PINES 

 
Please take note of these upcoming mind- and faith-growing opportunities at Pilgrim Pines 
Conference Center in beautiful southern New Hampshire: 

 
• May 23-26, Work & Worship Weekend 
• June 25, Camp Squanto begins 
• June 28, Mayflower Family Camp begins 

 

Promotional/registration brochures are available in the church office. In addition to church-
centered retreats, the Pines carries on a great service to seniors in the broader public as a hosting 
site for many Elderhostel “Adventures in Life-Long Learning” programs held during most 
months of the year. For fees and information on these and other programs, please call the Pines at 
603/352-0443. You can also visit www.pilgrimpines.org, or e-mail info@pilgrimpines.org.  
 
 

WANT TO BE A PILGRIM PINES PRAYER PARTNER? 

  
You can join others who commit to pray for Pilgrim Pines’ ministries and who receive a monthly 
e-mail about current prayer matters.  To join the prayer list, go to the Pilgrim Pines website 
(www.pilgrimpines.org), click on the “Prayer” link, and then follow the instructions to be added 
to the list.  You can also join the list more directly by sending an e-mail to 
praypilgrimpines@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 

SEND A CARD, SAY A PRAYER 

 
Here are church members and friends who live in retirement communities, who may miss church 
because of physical challenges, or who are ill or otherwise just need our prayers and a card: 
 
* Ruth Bridgwater, Parkway Health Center, 800 SE Central Pkwy, Rm. 109, Stuart, FL  34994 
 
* Mary Eschenbrenner, 12 McKernan Drive, Plainville, CT 06062  
 
* Judith Johnson, The Gables of Guilford, 201 Granite Road, Apt. 115, Guilford, CT  06437 
 
* Annie Larson, 88 Scott Swamp Road, Apt. 313, Farmington, CT 06032 
 
* Ruth Lunn, 424 Lake Avenue, Unit 1, Bristol, CT  06010 
 
* David Peterson, Pilgrim Manor Care Center, Room 22, Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT  06416 
 
* Emma Selander, 75 Perry Road, Forestville, CT  06010 
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PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON, SUNDAYS IN APRIL AND MAY 

 

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS    
April                        May 

  6    Dick & Marilyn Anderson                                      4    Freitas Family                                                       
13    Ruth Bernadt & Ruby Harper                               11    Freitas Family                                                              
20    Kristen & Kara Blandino                                      18    Freitas Family                                                       
27    Freitas Family                                                       25    Freitas Family 
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                              
NURSERY CAREGIVERS  

April       May 

   6    Kathy & Brandy Simons                                       4     Joan & Amanda Charneski                                             
 13    Sherry Eschenbrenner & Mary Lou Freitas         11    Nancy Johnson & Diane Dougherty                                        
 20    Marilyn Anderson & Ruby Harper                      18     Jackie Damon & Sherry Eschenbrenner                                                                                                                          
 27    Jennifer Leander & Edie Chandler                      25     Kathy & Brandy Simons                                                         
  
    

USHERS       

April       May 

     Sandra Soucy & Ruby Harper                                      Audrey & Stanley Kasakowski                                         
 
                                                                                                                                                         
COMMUNION PREPARERS  

April       May 

      Sandra  Soucy &  Margaret Carlson                              Ruby Harper  & Ruth Bernadt                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
COMMUNION SERVERS 

April                  May 

      Chris Mancini, Mal Cummings,                                  Ingrid Mongillo, Dale Johnson, 
                                        Anil Mathew                                                     Eddie & Stephanie Crane 
 
 
BIBLE READERS       

April              May 

  6    Mary Lou Freitas (op)                                              4    Jon Platt                                                                                                                                
13    Allison Platt (op)                                                    10    Linda Mathew                                             
20    Ingrid Mongillo                                                      18    Nancy Johnson 
27    Hannah Platt                                                           25    Donna Lee Carlson     
 
 
LEADER/PIANIST FOR HEALTH-CARE CENTER SERVICE 

April 3     Ruth Bernadt, leader                            Margaret Carlson, pianist   
June 5     Mal Cummings, leader                          Margaret Carlson, pianist       
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DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

      1   Mary Lou Freitas                                                         21     Richard Anderson                                              
      7   Anna LaVallee                                                             22     Claire Cortland 
    14   Malcolm Cummings                                                    28     Stanley Kasakowski 
    16   Michael Ersevim 
    17   Richard Keller                                                      APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
     
                                                                                                   9     Scott & Daneen Peterson 
 
                    

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

     1    Amanda Charneski                                                          27    Larry Harper 
     4    June Anderson                                                                 27    Kristen Mathew 
     8    Enrique Freitas                                                                28    Kyle Dougherty 
     8    Hannah Platt                                                                    29    Myrtle Pipeling   
     9    Dana Gronowski                                                     
   12    Margaret Carlson                                                   MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
   15    Jennifer Leander                                                                2     Larry & Ruby Harper 
   20    Sandra Soucy                                                                     9     David & Linnea Pearson 
   26    Daneen Peterson                                                              12     Joseph & Heidi Maar  
   26    Amy Mongillo                                                                 14     Robert & Diane Dougherty 
                                                                                                    25     Richard & Claudia Peterson        
                                                                        
              
 
 

The Trinity Times                                                                                                      
The April 2008 Newsletter of 
 
Trinity Covenant Church 
59 Trumbull Avenue 
Plainville, CT 06062 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


