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We invite you to join us for these special dates at 
Trinity leading up to and including Easter : 
 
Sunday, March 16th 

   10:45 a.m.     Palm Sunday Service 
 
Thursday, March 20 th 
   7:00 p.m.     Lord’s Supper Commemoration 
We gather downstairs in our Fellowship Hall in a reflective setting to 
remember the last hours of the life of Jesus from the Lord’s Supper 
to the cross. We will share Communion together. 
 
Sunday, March 23rd 

   9:30 a.m.      Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt 
You, your family and friends are invited to our Easter Morning 
Celebration!  Join us at 9:30 for a light breakfast and time of 
fellowship for all ages.  We will have an Easter Egg Hunt, children’s 
message, singing and activities to celebrate this special day. 
 

   10:45 a.m.   Easter Celebration Service 
Join us for an uplifting worship service where we will recall and 
celebrate the work of God through Jesus.  We’ll celebrate with 
baptisms.  And we’ll have special music from Trinity’s Adult Choir, 
and our children, too.  
 

 
The Purpose of 

Trinity Covenant Church is: 
  To invite people to enter into  
     personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
     and into His family, 
  To enable them to grow in 
     Christlike character,  
  And to equip them for their ministry, 
  So as to bring honor to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Trinity Times 
is the monthly newsletter of 

 
Trinity Covenant Church 

59 Trumbull Avenue 
Plainville, CT  06062 

(860) 747-0059 
On the Internet: 

www.Trinity-Covenant.net 
 

David F. Chandler, Pastor 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-12 

(excluding pastoral activities elsewhere) 
and by appointment 

 
Allison Kleinschmidt Platt, 

Organist and Choir Director 
 

Anita Nyberg, Office Secretary 
 

And Where Our Members Are 
Our Ministers 
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THE EXCITEMENT OF A FRESH VISION, A FUTURE 

 

After Marilyn Anderson’s passionate call at our congregation’s Annual Meeting to take the steps 
to reconfigure or rebuild our church structure to meet the needs of a promising and growing 
ministry at Trinity, it soon came to my mind how long I had been thinking some of the same 
things. In fact, I recall being in the kitchen and having hot chocolate after having gone Christmas 
caroling.  This had to be when I was not yet a mom!  Let’s say about seven years ago. I remember 
stating my strong concern that we did not have a handicap-accessible bathroom in our building.  
And, as strongly as I knew this to be something that needed to be addressed, I did not personally 
take the steps to follow through or plan to act. It remained something I knew, would occasionally 
have the opportunity to discuss with fellow members or friends, but failed to act on. 
 
After this past month’s council meeting, I was thinking about how we as a congregation could 
prioritize our needs, plan them within a vision of the future, and raise the money to begin action 
now. As I began thinking of various ways of breaking down the giving into manageable 
increments, I realized what my failure to act seven years ago had cost.  If I had continued to 
address the need at that time, if 50 people had joined together to give $50 each year since that 
point, we would have $17,500 today.  In fact, three years ago, we would have had the money at 
least to address the issue of a handicap-accessible bathroom on the sanctuary-level floor.   
 
I really do believe there is a way to plan for upkeep to the existing facilities (parsonage and 
church), and plan a multi-phase reconfiguration of our existing space, possibly in conjunction 
with building an addition to this structure. And I believe it begins with planning and action.  I 
know this planning and action will not glorify God if we rely on our strength only, if we 
accomplish what we can safely see today without listening to God’s urging to have a little more 
faith for the unseen. It will take prayer, sacrifice, and a group of committed Christians who will 
be willing to work together and keep the love of Christ flowing as we make some difficult 
decisions for the purpose of the future of this church.  Can we look beyond ourselves to the 
future?  Can we commit to a fresh vision for sake of Christ?  I know I have some soul-searching 
to do.  Let’s not fail to plan and act now.  I pray that I will be ready to act this time. 
 
How the early believers responded …  
“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  All the believers were one in heart and mind. 
No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
much grace was upon them all. There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time 
those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.” Acts 4:31-35 
 

Praying for God’s wisdom and blessing on these 
considerations …  
 
Allison Platt 
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CAN IT REALLY BE DONE? 

 

IF ONE TIME THIS YEAR … 

10 people gave $500, that would equal  $5000     2 people gave $1000 …  $2000 
30 people gave $100, that would equal  $3000         OR  10 people gave $500  … $5000 
20 people gave $50, that would equal    $1000              30 people gave $200 … $6000 
        
 WHAT IF THIS GIVING HAPPENED ANNUALLY? 

 
 

LENT/EASTER MUSIC – COME SING WITH US! 

  
The choir invites to you be a part of special music for the upcoming Lenten and Easter season!   
 

                2/26  CHOIR REHEARSAL 7:15 PM 
                3/4    CHOIR REHEARSAL  7:15 PM 
                3/11   CHOIR REHEARSAL 7:15 PM 
                3/18  CHOIR DRESS REHEARSAL @ TRINITY 7:15 PM 
                3/20  MAUNDY THURSDAY (Maybe Choir to sing?) 
                3/23  EASTER SUNDAY - Meet @ 10:00 AM to rehearse 
 
SUNDAY SINGING SCHEDULE 
                3/2    Choir sing 
                3/9    Special Music Anyone? 
                3/16  Dick Anderson -  PALM SUNDAY 
                3/20  MAUNDY THURSDAY (Maybe Choir to sing?) 
                3/23  EASTER SUNDAY - Meet @ 10:00 AM to rehearse 
                3/30  No choir 
                4/6    CHOIR PLANNING MEETING @ 10 AM  
 

 

WACKY WINTER OLYMPICS 
 

All kids ages 9 through grade 12 are invited to join us for an evening of fun and frolic at 
our second annual 

 
WACKY WINTER OLYMPICS 

(indoor) 
February 29th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
The Green Team and The Purple Team will face off in seven exciting contests of skill & daring! 

 
The winning team gets refreshments served by the losers. 

 
Invite your friends. 

 

(Check our website – www.trinity-covenant.net -- to see photos from last year’s WWO!)  
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THANKS FROM CHIC STUDENTS / NEXT UP:  PASTA & MEATBALL DINNER! 

 
We appreciate the participation of our friends and members of Trinity who took part in our first 
two fundraising projects, “Super Bowl Subs” and “Valentine Carnations.” We also give thanks 
respectively to Gnazzo Food Center of Plainville and Price Chopper of Bristol for their generous 
support. We are off to a wonderful start and now have a small savings account referred to as the 
CHIC Fund. We are looking forward to watching it grow. 
 
Our CHIC Group plans to host a Pasta & Meatball Dinner  with the help of our parents and 
others. It will include bread, tossed salad, dessert, coffee, and punch. The dinner will be held at 
Trinity on Saturday, March 15

th, with two sittings, 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Take-out dinners may 
also be ordered in advance. Tickets are $8 for adults, $4 for children under 12, and are available 
from Brandy and her parents, Kara and her parents, and Claudia and Dick Peterson. 
 
We look forward to serving you! 
 

With thanks and appreciation, 
 
CHIC 2009 “Wannabees”  
 

 

KIDSTIME/YOUTH NEWS 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 23
rd
!  EASTER EGG HUNT & LIGHT BREAKFAST 

 

Join us at 9:30 a.m. for an all-ages get-together!  There will be a light breakfast for all to enjoy 
when you arrive.  At about 9:50 a.m., there will be an Egg Hunt for the children.  Adults can 
carry on in the Fellowship Hall or come outdoors (nice weather permitting!) and watch the joy of 
the egg hunt.  The children will be singing during the Worship Service and will have a short 
practice that morning as well. 
 
CAMP SQUANTO 
 

Camp Squanto Registration forms are out now!  Early-bird registration is March 1st.  For more 
information, you can check out http://www.pilgrimpines.org/CampSquanto.htm. 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008 

 

A reminder:  Please take the time to fill in a VBS volunteer form by March 9th!  It takes much 
planning and support to host this event.  Please thoughtfully consider giving of your time and 
talents – we need you!  VBS is truly a ministry that is within the scope of our Church Purpose.   
 
Please continue to pray that all who join the VBS team will remember God’s faithfulness to us 
over the past years, and rest in that peace, knowing that He will meet all of our needs! 
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VBS 2008 VOLUNTEER RESPONSE 

PLEASE RETURN BY MARCH 9th.  THANKS! 
 
 
NAME___________________________ PHONE _______________ 
 
I am available the week(s) of (please check all that apply!): 

 
     ____ July 7th   

 

     ____ July 14th  
 

         ____ July 21st 
 

                         ____ July 28th  
 

                         ____ August 4th 
 
I can help out in the following way(s): 

     
__Prayer Team 
 

__Decorating Coordinator 
 

__Painters to help decorating 
 

__Painter(s) for VBS Sign Promo 
 

__Teachers (Need 4 or 5) 
 

__Assistant Teachers (lead children to activities & assist) 
 

__Snack Coordinator (schedule daily snacks with bakers) 
 

__Bakers 
 

__T-Shirt Iron-ons (If you can iron & follow directions,  
this one’s for you!) 

 

__Craft preparers (not needing to select specific crafts, but  
before VBS begins, help make them ready-to-use) 

 

__Craft Coordinator (oversees craft area/could select crafts or  
leave to Director) 

 

__Publicity help (newspapers, spread word to kids you know, etc.) 
 

__Paint Sign for Publicity 
 

__Songbook Preparer (make copies of songs and compile into  
booklets – several hours tops!) 

 

__Return Bottles and Cans for money for mission project 
 

__Make copies of VBS music for teachers and kids (about 40 CDs) 
 

__Help for Intergenerational Finale (held on Friday of VBS Week) 
 

__Iron on T-Shirts 
 

__Help with Morning registration (9:15 – 10:00 am M – F) 
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THANKS TO OUR CHURCH’S LAY LEADERS! 
 

On Sunday, February 24th, during our Morning Worship Service we include a time of dedication 
of our church leaders for 2008. We very much appreciate all that they do for us! We have many 
who serve in a very wide variety of ministries in our church life, and we are grateful to every one 
of you. Please know that you not only keep our church running – you in your service are an 
expression of what it means to be a Christian church. 
 
Among our leaders are members of our Church Council. Our church chairperson, secretary, 
treasurer, and financial secretary, along with the chairs of our four commissions (Worship/Music, 
Christian Education, Stewardship & Properties, and Congregational Care), make up Trinity’s 
Church Council. This group, with the pastor, is responsible for the church’s ministry and general 
administration. That is, they serve both a spiritual and a business function. They are to 
prayerfully seek out God’s call on us as a church body and lead us in fulfilling that call. They 
also address various business, financial, and legal concerns for the church. They are a kind of 
administrative and spiritual board of directors. 
 

Newly elected to our Council this year are: 

 
Dale Johnson – Joining Trinity in 2005, Dale has served as a member of our Stewardship & 
Properties Commission along with Chairperson Joe Freitas. Joe has completed two three-year 
terms as Chair – for which we extend many thanks! – and Dale has been elected as the new Chair 
of S&P. He has helped lead a number of projects for us, including insulating the church attic, 
rebuilding the front of the parsonage garage, and acting as resident lumberjack to improve our 
landscaping. Dale is married to Nancy; they have three children and live in Bristol. 
 
Christina Mancini – Mother of two grown sons, Matthew and Steve, Chris is married to Tony. 
A Southington resident, she is also the CEO of Captive.com, a business-insurance network.. 
Chris has been a member of Trinity since 2006, and is now the Chair of our Worship 
Commission, serving with Ingrid Mongillo and Diane Dougherty, who follow Chair Carol Nilson 
and long-time Commission Member Marilyn Anderson, to whom we express sincere thanks for 
their service.  
 

For reference, here’s a listing of our 2008 Church Council members that you can insert into your 
Trinity Address Directory.  When you have a concern, interest, or ministry idea in particular 
areas, these are the people to contact. And when you see them, say thanks for what they’re doing 
for all of us! 
 

Chairperson: Anil Mathew   Stewardship & Properties Chair: Dale Johnson 

 

Secretary: Claudia Peterson  Worship & Music: Chris Mancini 

 

Financial Secretary: Sandra Soucy  Congregational Care: Ruth Bernadt 

 

Treasurer: Mal Cummings   Christian Education: Allison Platt 
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SMALL-GROUP MINISTRY 

 

In the coming weeks, the Christian Education Commission will be asking for your input 
regarding small-group ministry. While a number of people in our congregation are involved in 
some sort of small group, many who are not at this time. Pastor Dave repeatedly encourages us to 
enter into the practice of meeting with a small group. Some small groups begin by just meeting 
socially, but the hope is that the group would then explore the options for strengthening their 
walks and relationship with the Lord through study of His Word.   
 
If you’ve never tried a small group, it is the hope of CE Commission and your Pastor that you 
prayerfully consider adding this dimension of fellowship to your life.  If your first experiences in 
a small group did not work for you, or your group has just not continued to meet, it is our prayer 
that you will reconsider trying a new group and allow God to work in your life in a new way.   
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  Hebrews 10:25 
 

 

LIVING A “PURPOSE-DRIVEN LIFE”: YOU’RE INVITED!!! 

 

Beginning on Friday, March 28th, a new small group is forming!  The first focus of the group will 
be to read Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose-Driven Life.  This was a congregational campaign 
several years ago, but the content has continued to inspire Mary Lou Freitas personally. With her 
initiative, this group now forming invites you to explore the question everyone asks sooner or 
later: “Why on Earth am I here?”   
 
You are invited to join this new group!  Let Mary Lou or Pastor Dave know of your interest.  If 
you are hesitant, take a look here for more information:   
http://www.purposedrivenlife.com/en-US/AboutUs/AboutTheBook/AboutTheBook.htm 
 

 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSIONOUR CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMISSION    

INVIINVIINVIINVITES YOU TO JOIN USTES YOU TO JOIN USTES YOU TO JOIN USTES YOU TO JOIN US    

FOR AN FOR AN FOR AN FOR AN AFTERNOON OFAFTERNOON OFAFTERNOON OFAFTERNOON OF    

FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUNFRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, & FUN    
    

ONONONON    
    

SATURDAY, SATURDAY, SATURDAY, SATURDAY, MAY 10MAY 10MAY 10MAY 10THTHTHTH    
    

WHEN WE HOST OURWHEN WE HOST OURWHEN WE HOST OURWHEN WE HOST OUR    
    

MOTHER/MOTHER/MOTHER/MOTHER/DAUGHTERDAUGHTERDAUGHTERDAUGHTER////FRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEAFRIENDSHIP TEA    
    

MORE DETAILS WILL BE COMING SOON MORE DETAILS WILL BE COMING SOON MORE DETAILS WILL BE COMING SOON MORE DETAILS WILL BE COMING SOON …………    
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IN MEMORY OF KATHY CHASSE 

 

On Saturday, January 26th, a Memorial Service was held at Trinity in memory of the life of 
Katherine Chasse, who had passed away on January 20th after a long battle with cancer. She was 
the mother of Jacob Dallas, whom many at Trinity have come to know through Trinity members 
Jay and Jennifer Leander, with whom Jacob – Jennifer’s cousin – is now residing at their home in 
the Trinity neighborhood. Kathy was 49.  
 
Compounding the trauma in the family, Jacob’s father, Brian Dallas, passed away on February 
16th. With family ties in New Hampshire, Brian is to be laid to rest in that state. We ask you, 
please, to keep the extended Leander family in your prayers throughout this season. 

 

 

UPCOMING GATHERINGS AT THE PINES 

 
Please take note of these upcoming mind- and faith-growing opportunities at Pilgrim Pines 
Conference Center in beautiful southern New Hampshire: 

 
• March 7-9, Junior High Winter Retreat II 
• March 14-16, Pilgrim Pines Creative Memories 
• May 23-26, Work & Worship Weekend 

 

Promotional/registration brochures are available in the church office. In addition to church-
centered retreats, the Pines carries on a great service to seniors in the broader public as a hosting 
site for many Elderhostel “Adventures in Life-Long Learning” programs held during most 
months of the year. For fees and information on these and other programs, please call the Pines at 
603/352-0443. You can also visit www.pilgrimpines.org, or e-mail info@pilgrimpines.org.  

 

 

SEND A CARD, SAY A PRAYER 

 
Here are church members and friends who live in retirement communities, who may miss church 
because of physical challenges, or who are ill or otherwise just need our prayers and a card: 
 
* Ruth Bridgwater, Parkway Health Center, 800 SE Central Pkwy, Rm. 109, Stuart, FL  34994 
 
* Mary Eschenbrenner, 12 McKernan Drive, Plainville, CT 06062  
 
* Judith Johnson, The Gables of Guilford, 201 Granite Road, Apt. 115, Guilford, CT  06437 
 
* Annie Larson, 88 Scott Swamp Road, Apt. 313, Farmington, CT 06032 
 
* Ruth Lunn, 424 Lake Avenue, Unit 1, Bristol, CT  06010 
 
* David Peterson, Pilgrim Manor Care Center, Room 22, Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT  06416 
 
* Emma Selander, 75 Perry Road, Forestville, CT  06010 
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PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON, SUNDAYS IN MARCH AND APRIL 

 

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS    

March       April 

  2     Mathew Family                                                  6      Dick & Marilyn Anderson                                                    
  9     Dick & Marilyn Anderson                                 13     Ruth Bernadt & Ruby Harper                                                         
16     Dick & Claudia Peterson                                   20     Kristen & Kara Blandino                                                     
23     Dale Johnson                                                     27     Freitas Family 
30     Chandler Family                                                        
 

NURSERY CAREGIVERS  

March       April 
   2    Mary Lou Freitas & Marilyn Anderson              6      Cathy and Brandy Simons                                                                                                                                                                    
   9    Ruby Harper  & Jennifer Leander                     13      Sherry Eschenbrenner & Mary Lou Freitas                                                                                                                       
 16    Joan & Amanda Charneski                                20      Marilyn Anderson & Ruby Harper 
 23    Edie Chandler & Nancy Johnson                       27       Jennifer Leander & Edie Chandler 
 30    Diane Dougherty & Jackie Damon                                                                                   
 
USHERS       

March       April 

     Scott Peterson & David Blandino                         Sandra Soucy & Ruby Harper                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                  
COMMUNION PREPARERS  

March       April 

      Audrey & Stanley Kasakowski                        Sandra Soucy & Margaret Carlson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 
COMMUNION SERVERS 

March                  April 

      Ruby Harper, Everett Selander,                            Chris Mancini, Mal Cummings, 
            Marilyn & Richard Anderson                                Anil Mathew  
                                                                                                                                                             
 
BIBLE READERS       

March              April 

  2    Ruth Goranson                                                      6    Mary Lou Freitas  (op)                                                                                                                                                                                  
  9    Abigail Chandler                                                 13    Allison Platt (op)                                                                                                     
16    Jennifer Leander                                                  20    Ingrid Mongillo                                                   
23    Carol Valauskas                                                  27   Hannah Platt                                                        
30    Kara Blandino                                    
 

 

LEADER/PIANIST FOR HEALTH-CARE CENTER SERVICE 

April 3     Ruth Bernadt, leader                            Margaret Carlson, pianist                                                 
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DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

     6  Nate DeAngelo                                                             22    Bill Gadzik 
     6  Mitchell Peterson                                                         23    Andreia DeAngelo 
     9  Alice Rogers                                                                 24    Richard LaPlume 
   14  Daniel Mathew                                                             30    Marilyn Anderson 
   16  Kristen Blandino                                                          30     Renée  Cortland 
   16  David Maar                                                                 
   17  Juan Rosario                                                          MARCH ANNIVERSARIES         
                                                                                                    9   Joe & Mary Lou Freitas 
              
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

      1   Mary Lou Freitas                                                        21    Richard Anderson 
      7   Anna LaVallee                                                           28    Stanley Kasakowski                                                         
     14  Malcolm Cummings                                           
     16  Michael Ersevim                                               APRIL ANNIVERSARIES            
     17  Richard Keller                                                              9     Scott & Daneen Peterson                                     
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