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“DISCOVERING  

SPIRITUAL MATURITY” 
 

We invite all adults to “Discovering Spiritual Maturity,” 

part of a core series of classes we encourage 

everyone who’s active in Trinity to take.  

 

In the series sequence, this four-session course 

comes after our Inquirers’ Class, building on that 

material and giving you the biblical tools you need to 

grow and develop in your Christian life. If you’re in the 

Trinity community – whether you are a church veteran 

of many years or have just recently joined the church 

– and have not yet taken this class, it is to your own 

spiritual benefit to do so.   

 

Our task as a church is to help you grow in your walk 

with God, and this class is a contribution to that 

growth.  Please be a part of it! We plan to offer 

“Discovering Spiritual Maturity” right after our 

Morning Worship Service on the Sundays of February 

17th and 24th, March 2nd and 9th.  

 

To sign up for the class, please see Pastor Dave, call 

the church office at 747-0059, or drop an e-mail to 

trinity.covenant@sbcglobal.net.  
 

 
The Purpose of 

Trinity Covenant Church is: 
  To invite people to enter into  
     personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
     and into His family, 
  To enable them to grow in 
     Christlike character,  
  And to equip them for their ministry, 
  So as to bring honor to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Trinity Times 

is the monthly newsletter of 
 

Trinity Covenant Church 
59 Trumbull Avenue 
Plainville, CT  06062 

(860) 747-0059 
On the Internet: 

www.Trinity-Covenant.net 

 
David F. Chandler, Pastor 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9-12 
(excluding pastoral activities elsewhere) 

and by appointment 
 

Allison Kleinschmidt Platt, 
Organist and Choir Director 

 

Anita Nyberg, Office Secretary 

 
And Where Our Members Are 

Our Ministers 
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CHRISTMAS THANK-YOU 

  
To the Musicians:  I first want to thank you all for your commitment to the Christmas music 
project.  We were not always sure who would be a part of this, but in the end I believe God got us 
through and through well. Thanks also go to the special-music people – it always makes a 
difference for the choir and for our church family to have some musical variety.   
 
For the Christmas gift:  I want to thank Trinity members and friends for the generous Christmas 
gift and encouraging words I received during the Christmas season.  Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness. 
 
I am grateful for all who share their gifts and all who support the music ministry at Trinity 
throughout the year 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Allison 

 
 

LENT/EASTER MUSIC – COME SING WITH US! 

  
The choir invites to you be a part of this five-week commitment to prepare special music for the 
upcoming Lenten and Easter seasons. Our first rehearsal will be Tuesday, February 12

th
, but 

due to school vacation, we will not rehearse on the 19
th

, as you can see below: 
  
                2/12  FIRST CHOIR REHEARSAL 7:15 p.m. 
                2/26  CHOIR REHEARSAL 7:15 p.m. 
                3/4    CHOIR REHEARSAL  7:15 p.m. 
                3/11   CHOIR REHEARSAL 7:15 p.m. 
                3/18  CHOIR DRESS REHEARSAL @ TRINITY 7:15 p.m. 
                3/20  MAUNDY THURSDAY (Maybe Choir to sing?) 
                3/23  EASTER SUNDAY - Meet @ 10:00 a.m. to rehearse 

 

SUNDAY SINGING SCHEDULE 
 

                2/3   Kids Sing 
                2/10  I am requesting the day off to attend a family event 
                2/17  No choir 
                2/24  Special Music, Anyone? 
                3/2    Choir sings 
                3/9    Special Music, Anyone? 
                3/16  Dick Anderson -  PALM SUNDAY 
                3/20  MAUNDY THURSDAY (Maybe Choir to sing?) 
                3/23  EASTER SUNDAY - Meet @ 10:00 AM to rehearse 
                3/30  No choir 
                4/6    CHOIR PLANNING MEETING @ 10 AM  
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KIDSTIME/YOUTH NEWS 

 

CHIC 2009 See article below about CHIC and our upcoming fundraising! 
1/27 and 2/3  Making Valentine Cards for the Children’s Home of Cromwell 
2/3  Kids sing 
2/15 & 16 Bethany Covenant hosts a special Youth Connection Event with special  
  guest, Judy Howard – register by 2/8!   
Camp Squanto Registration forms are in church lobby now!  Early bird registration is March 1st. 
 

 

TRINITY YOUTH GEARING UP FOR “CHIC” 

 
Many of you know about CHIC ("Covenant High in Christ"), the major international Youth 
Conference held every three years that’s sponsored by the Evangelical Covenant Church. Over 
5,000 high-school students from around the US and the world come to this week-long gathering, 
and many find it a significant event in their Christian lives. Many Trinity youth over the years 
have attended CHIC and are very grateful to have been part of it. The next CHIC is set to take 
place at the University of Tennessee in July of 2009, and it’s not too soon to begin preparing.  
 
We have several students who hope to attend CHIC ’09. The cost for each is close to $500, plus 
transportation. A fundraising group has formed and projects are already taking off. The first is 
“Super Bowl Subs,” sandwiches you can enjoy during the big game February 3rd. (Please place 
your order by January 27th at Trinity.) Plans are also under way for a Valentine’s Day candy sale.  
 
As the students themselves put it, “We need the support – both prayerfully and financially – of 
our church, our families and our friends. We would appreciate any ideas you may have or help 
you can offer to our group as we look forward with hope and enthusiasm to this journey.” For 
more information on CHIC, you can visit the website, www.chic2009.org. 

 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008 

 

It is not too soon to start planning for this summer’s VBS ministry!  Please prayerfully and 
thoughtfully consider giving of your time and talents – we need you!  VBS is truly a ministry that 
is within the scope of our church’s purpose. There is at least one small way – and of course, for 
those so inclined, many big ways – to help make VBS happen for our children. Together we can 
prepare and host a week that has the potential to change the lives of children and families who 
live in our community. What a blessing to serve in this way! 
 
On the next page is a volunteer form and some prospective VBS dates.  Please provide the 
requested information and return in the offering plate or to Allison Platt by Sunday, March 9th.  
VBS requires a lot of faith on the parts of those who begin the planning, those who come 
alongside to volunteer, and even those who supply necessary materials for crafts, baked goods, 
and decorating.  Join us in this ministry, where stretching and reliance on God go hand-in-hand.  
Please pray that all who join the VBS team will remember God’s faithfulness to us over the past 
years, and rest in that peace, knowing that He will meet all of our needs! 
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VBS 2008 VOLUNTEER RESPONSE 
PLEASE RETURN BY MARCH 9th.  THANKS! 

 
 
NAME___________________________ PHONE _______________ 
 
I am available the week(s) of (please check all that apply!): 

     ____ July 7th   
         ____ July 14th  
         ____ July 21st 
                         ____ July 28th  
                         ____ August 4th 
 
 
I can help out in the following way(s): 
     
__Prayer Team 
__Decorating Coordinator 
__painters to help decorating 
__painter(s) for VBS Sign Promo 
__Teachers (Need 4 or 5) 
__Assistant Teachers (could lead children to various activities &  

assist) 
__Snack Coordinator (schedule daily snacks with bakers) 
__Bakers 
__T-Shirt Iron-ons (If you can iron, follow directions, this  

one’s for you!) 
__Craft preparers (not needing to select specific crafts, but  

before VBS begins, help make them ready-to-use) 
__Craft Coordinator (oversees craft area/could select crafts or  

leave to Director) 
__Publicity help (newspapers, spread the word to kids you know  

of, etc.) 
__Paint Sign for Publicity 
__Songbook Preparer (make copies of songs and compile into  

booklets – several hours tops!) 
__Return Bottles and Cans for money for mission project 
__Make copies of VBS music for teachers and kids (about 40 tapes  

worth … high-speed dubbing helps/need double-cassette player  
or may make arrangements to use the one at church) 

__Help for VBS Intergenerational Finale (held on the final  
Friday) 

__Iron on T-Shirts 
__Help with Morning registration (9:15 – 10:00 am M – F) 
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 “IRON SHARPENS IRON” MEN’S CONFERENCE COMING MARCH 8
th

  

 

Last year several men from Trinity were part of the large crowd at the “Iron Sharpens Iron” 
Men’s Conference at the First Cathedral in Bloomfield, and that is again the site for this year’s 
gathering on Saturday, March 8

th
. All Trinity men are welcome to come. To register and for 

more information, visit www.ironsharpensiron.net.  

 

 

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF CAMPAIGN AT TRINITY 

 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16, NRSV 

 
Each year Trinity participates with our denomination, the Evangelical Covenant Church, in the 
Covenant World Relief (CWR) campaign.  The Covenant is a key member of World Relief, one 
of the most effective global humanitarian organizations that works to address the needs of the 
world’s most desperately poor and hungry.  The Covenant, in fact, is the largest contributor to 
World Relief – and you can be a part of that effort.   
 
In our church lobby you can find CWR soup-can labels and lids. Take these home and affix them 
to your own empty soup cans, and at mealtimes or other regular intervals from now through 
February 24th, place your loose change or other incremental contribution in the soup-can bank. 
Then bring your bank to Trinity on the 24th and we’ll join our collections together for the cause.  
Alternatively, you can write a check and place it in the envelopes we’ll provide on the 24th. 
Either way, you’ll be helping to meet the practical needs of those who greatly benefit from your 
generosity. Thank you! 
 

 

UPCOMING GATHERINGS AT THE PINES 

 
Please take note of these upcoming mind- and faith-growing opportunities at Pilgrim Pines 
Conference Center in beautiful southern New Hampshire: 

 
• February 8-10, Trailblazer Winter Retreat (for students in grades 4-6) 
• February 15-18, Family Winter Weekend 
• February 22-24, Junior High Winter Retreat I (for churches including Trinity) 
• March 7-9, Junior High Winter Retreat II 
• March 14-16, Pilgrim Pines Creative Memories 
• May 23-26, Work & Worship Weekend 

 

Promotional/registration brochures are available in the church office. In addition to church-
centered retreats, the Pines carries on a great service to seniors in the broader public as a hosting 
site for many Elderhostel “Adventures in Life-Long Learning” programs held during most 
months of the year. For fees and information on these and other programs, please call the Pines at 
603/352-0443. You can also visit www.pilgrimpines.org, or e-mail info@pilgrimpines.org.  
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TEENAGE NURSE IS PART OF OUR PETERSON CLAN 

 
Richard and Claudia Peterson have been part of our church family for decades. Claudia’s parents, 
David and Emily Rossiter, were Trinity members, as are Dick and Claudia, their son Scott and 
daughter Kristen and their spouses, and as were their sons Jeff and Rick before they moved out of 
state. Many Trinity folks may remember Rick and Lisa and their children when they were at 
Trinity. They relocated to Vermont some years ago, and we’ve recently learned that their oldest 
child, Rachel, has gained notoriety for her educational advancements. 
 
After being recruited to work as a healthcare assistant, Rachel was drawn to assisting seniors and 
children with health challenges. According to an article about her in a local Bennington, VT, 
newspaper, Rachel had found not just a job, but a calling. While continuing to work for 
Professional Nurses Service, she entered an accelerated program at Vermont Technical College,  
completed the training and passed the state exams to become, first, a Licensed Nursing Assistant 
and then a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN), all by age 18. Now enrolled in the registered-nurse 
program at VTC, she is on track to complete her RN degree before turning 20.  
 
The article describes her gratitude to her mentors and their appreciation of her motivation, skills, 
and bedside manner. As for the future, while she is now working as a home-care nurse, she is 
interested in missionary nursing (not necessarily overseas, but in this country). 
 
Her family is justly proud of her achievements, and we express our admiration, too. All God’s 
best to Rachel as she develops the gifts He has given her. 
 

 

SEND A CARD, SAY A PRAYER 

 
Here are church members and friends who live in retirement communities, who may miss church 
because of physical challenges, or who are ill or otherwise just need our prayers and a card: 
 
* Ruth Bridgwater, Parkway Health Center, 800 SE Central Pkwy, Rm. 109, Stuart, FL  34994 
 
* Mary Eschenbrenner, 12 McKernan Drive, Plainville, CT 06062  
 
* Judith Johnson, The Gables of Guilford, 201 Granite Road, Apt. 115, Guilford, CT  06437 
 
* Annie Larson, 88 Scott Swamp Road, Apt. 313, Farmington, CT 06032 
 
* Ruth Lunn, 424 Lake Avenue, Unit 1, Bristol, CT  06010 
 
* David Peterson, Pilgrim Manor Care Center, Room 22, Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT  06416 
 
* Emma Selander, 75 Perry Road, Forestville, CT  06010 
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PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON, SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH 

 

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS    
February       March 

  3    Manny Saxon                                                          2    Mathew Family                                                    
10    Ruth Bernadt & Ruby Harper                                 9    Dick & Marilyn Anderson                                                           
17    Dick & Claudia Peterson                                      16    Dick & Claudia Peterson                                                   
24                                                                                  23    Dale Johnson  
                                                                                      30    Chandler Family                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                              
NURSERY CAREGIVERS  

February       March 

   3    Joan & Amanda Charneski                                   2    Mary Lou Freitas & Marilyn Anderson                                
 10    Nancy Johnson & Diane Dougherty                     9    Ruby Harper & Jennifer Leander                                                                   
 17    Jackie Damon & Sherry Eschenbrenner               16    Joan & Amanda Charneski                                                                                                                       
 24    Cathy & Brandy Simons                                       23    Edie Chandler & Nancy Johnson 
                                                                                       30    Diane Dougherty & Jackie Damon                                    
  
USHERS       

February       March 

     Richard Peterson & Richard Anderson                    Scott Peterson & David Blandino                                                                                                               
                                                                                               
 
COMMUNION PREPARERS  

February       March 

          Ruth Bernadt & Sandi Soucy                                             Audrey & Stanley Kasakowski                                                                                
 
 
COMMUNION SERVERS 

February                  March 

        Marvin & June Anderson,                                                    Ruby Harper, Everett Selander, 
                 Donald & Ruth Goranson                                                  Marilyn & Richard Anderson                                                                                 
 
BIBLE READERS       

February              March 

  3    Ruth Bernadt (op)                                                            2     Ruth Goranson                                                                                   
10    Savannah Freitas                                                              9     Abigail Chandler                                                  
17    Marvin Anderson                                                           16      Jennifer Leander                                                  
24    Dale Johnson                                                                  23     Carol Valauskas                                                        
                                                            30      Kara Blandino                                         
  
 

LEADER/PIANIST FOR HEALTH-CARE CENTER SERVICE 

February 7           Marilyn Anderson, leader         Margaret Carlson, pianist                                                              
April  3                 Ruth Bernadt, leader                 Margaret Carlson, pianist                                                
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DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

       4   Ted Cortland                                                           23     Carl Schadler 
       7   Bertil Carlson                                                          27     Edmund Valauskas 
       8   Marvin Anderson                                                    28     Donald Goranson                                                              
     13   Ruth Lunn                                           
     17   Dale Johnson                                                      FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES            
     20   Carol Nilson                                                              7      Donald & Alice Rogers                     
                                                                                             19     Edmund & Carol Valauskas                 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

      6  Nate DeAngelo                                                          17    Juan Rosario 
      6  Mitchell Peterson                                                       22     Bill Gadzik 
      9  Alice Rogers                                                              23    Andreia DeAngelo 
    14  Daniel Mathew                                                          24    Richard LaPlume                                                           
    16  Kristen Blandino                                                       30    Marilyn Anderson 
    16  David Maar                                                               30    Reneé Cortland  
     
                                                                                          MARCH ANNIVERSARIES                                        
                                                                                                9      Joe & Mary Lou Freitas                   
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