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MEETING & PLANNING  
FOR 2008 

 

Among our members and friends at Trinity are those who 

have been with us for many years – even decades – and 

those who have been with us for fewer years – maybe even 

measuring their time among us in months or even weeks. 

That often means that to keep everyone aware and informed 

about how we carry on our church life, we mention recurring 

events that are very familiar to some and brand-new to 

others. As we are entering a new calendar year, we hope 

both our new friends and our long-time friends will bring a 

fresh view to the ministry possibilities ahead of us in 2008. 

The year will certainly bring its challenges. It will also 

present us with ways we can grow spiritually and participate 

with God in His significant work.  

 

One of the places we consider ministry possibilities is at our 

congregation’s Annual Meeting. As you may know, at Trinity 

we divide our Annual Meeting into two portions, one in 

November to present a ballot of lay leaders, a proposed 

budget for the coming ministry year, and other matters; and 

a second portion in January to approve a budget and chart 

out more of the year ahead. The second portion of Trinity’s 

Annual Meeting is set for Sunday, January 27th, after our 

Morning Worship Service. We begin, as is our custom, by 

sharing a potluck lunch together, and follow that with the 

business session. We invite everyone to join us for supper, 

and all church members to attend the business session.  

 
The Purpose of 

Trinity Covenant Church is: 
  To invite people to enter into  
     personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
     and into His family, 
  To enable them to grow in 
     Christlike character,  
  And to equip them for their ministry, 
  So as to bring honor to God. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 
As we gathered for our Worship Service on the Sunday before Christmas – December 23rd – we 
gladly welcomed four new members into our congregational life: 
 
Elizabeth Ann DiFrancesco – who goes by Ann – is a native of North Carolina. Now retired 
from the workplace, she first came to Trinity several months ago, learning about our church from 
her neighbors, the Gronowski family. Earlier this year Ann and her husband Raymond, the 
parents of four children, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Ann and Raymond reside at 
149 Stillwell Drive in Plainville (06062), and can be reached by e-mail at ann79@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Robert and Monique Jones learned of Trinity from their good friends, the Freitas family. Rob is 
a Heating, Ventilation, and Air-Conditioning (HVAC) technician in East Hartford, and Monique 
is a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) at Regency House of Wallingford. Together they live 
with their children, eight-year-old Jordan and three-year-old Faith, at 24 Fairview Avenue in 
Plainville (06062). Their e-mail address is KJF56@yahoo.com. 
 
Anita Nyberg first came to Christian faith at a Billy Graham Crusade in Hartford many years 
ago. She is already known to many at Trinity as our church-office secretary, a part-time role she 
has filled for the last several years. In addition, she also works part-time for Auto Zone in Bristol. 
She is soon anticipating a residential move to somewhere nearby, but at present lives at 194 
Martin Road in Bristol (06010); her e-mail address is anitanyberg@comcast.net. 
 

 

A FRESH PUBLIC FACE FOR TRINITY: UPGRADED WEBSITE, CHURCH SIGN 

 

At our recent congregational Annual Meeting we mentioned our plans to put something of a 
"fresh face" on our presence in the community, in two particular respects, anyway. One was to 
upgrade our church website, the other is to install our new church sign on Route 10. Both of 
these "faces" are now available for viewing by the public at large. 
  
In early December, Joe Freitas and Dale Johnson took down our old sign on the corner of Route 
10 (Farmington Avenue) and Jefferson Street, and installed our new, taller-and-wider sign. In 
accordance with new town regulations, it is farther in from the property lines that border the 
intersecting roads, but its larger size and bright blue-on-white lettering make it stand out nicely. 
Plans are to add lighting to the sign in the near future. Our thanks to Joe and Dale for their work 
on the signs, especially including their willingness to brave the cold weather and high winds of 
that day to make it happen. 
  
Included on the sign is a posting of the address of our upgraded church website, now up and 
running courtesy of Chris Mancini, who has agreed to be Trinity's webmaster. Chris has worked 
for quite some time to put the various elements together, get the site registered with our own 
unique domain name, and bring her beneficial creativity to the task. Portions of the site are still 
under construction, but you'll find the essentials are covered, with more to come as time goes on. 
We're grateful to Chris for all her work. Please have a look at www.Trinity-Covenant.net. 
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COVENANT WEEK OF PRAYER, JANUARY 6
th
-12

th
 

 
Each year our denomination, the Evangelical Covenant Church, designates the first full week of 
the calendar year as Covenant Prayer Week. This year’s dates are January 6th-12th, and on the 
first of those days – a Sunday – during our Morning Worship Service we are distributing a 
brochure that can serve as your devotional guide to praying through the week’s concerns. The 
focus of the week is on the prayer of Jesus for His followers – the prayer found in John 17. Each 
day’s reading includes a portion of that chapter along with reflections on its meaning, 
preparations for a meaningful prayer time, and specific matters for which we can all be in prayer. 
 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY RESUMES JANUARY 8
TH 

 

 

Resolve to study God’s Word in 2008! 
 
All women are invited to meet at church at 10 a.m. on January 8th as we begin our study of I and 
II Thessalonians. Join fellow believers as we do an in-depth reading of these books.  These books 
have as a dominant theme “the doctrine of last things” (the second coming of Christ). 
 
We meet every other Tuesday from January through May.  You are invited to visit for one 
session or many. 
 
Coffee is provided. 
 

– Marilyn Anderson 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP MOVIE AND POPCORN NIGHT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25th, AT 7 PM, AT TRINITY 

 

             &           

All youth ages 9 through 12th grade are welcome for Movie-&-Popcorn Night. 
 

Enjoy a good flick and munchies.  Bring a friend, if you wish. 
 

(Before the film, we will review the first three verses of Psalm 15.) 
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[Trinity directly supports Covenant Missionary Cathy Campobello in her ministry in Colombia, 

South America. Here is a recent letter from her.] 

 
 

       
 
     Laura taking some “big steps” in her life.  Marlen Roman,  
     the Director of Covenant Kids (in dark blouse), looks on.  
 
What a way to end the year! 
 
This 11 year-old, whom I have mentioned before in my newsletters, is now taking big steps, 
literally, with her new prosthesis. She was born without legs and only part of one arm, but now 
she is realizing one of her dreams – to walk. Thanks to the efforts of the director of the 
Covenant Kids Foundation, Marlen Roman, and another Christian brother to acquire the help 
needed for a prosthesis, Laura is learning to walk. 
 
This is wonderful news for her and her family in this season where we celebrate the 
announcement of the greatest news there ever was, the birth of Jesus Christ! 
 
Thank you for your prayers which have lifted me up throughout the year.  God is good.  I am 
thankful to be living in one place and not having to contemplate another move. 
 
I would like to ask you to consider working with me on a project for improving the water system 
where I am living, as it needs new pipes, tank, and filters in order to make water drinkable.  
Please let me know by e-mail if you are interested (see address above).  Also, this past week 
my television was hit by lightning, so I am listening to the radio often these days and working on 
the Internet. I’m hoping the TV can be fixed. 
 
Thank you again for being part of my life in supporting me, praying for me, and sending me 
greetings and wonderful notes. 
 
Many blessings this Christmas and throughout the New Year in the grace and love of our 
awesome Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Joyfully in Him, 
 
Cathy Campobello 

December 14, 2007 
 
Medellin, Colombia  
 
cathy@pactocol.org  

No one could wipe the 
smile off her face. 
Laura grinned from 
ear to ear as she took 
her first steps with her 
new prosthesis. 
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TRINITY TO POST NOTICES ON TV, RADIO WEATHER-CANCELLATION LISTS 

 
It’s unusual for us to cancel ministry gatherings due to inclement weather, but our most recent 
cancellation – on December 16th due to snow and freezing rain – reminds us that our winter 
wonderland has its occasional hazards. At such times our Church Council telephones residences 
listed in our Trinity directory, we send out group e-mail notices, and we can post word on our 
church website. In addition, we can also inform you in a more broadly public way. 
 
Trinity is now registered with local media outlets to post notices of delays or cancellations of 
church events due to weather. If, prior to a church event, we have a weather forecast citing 
potentially hazardous travel conditions, you can tune into to WTIC-AM 1080 Radio, WFSB-TV 
Channel 3, or NBC-30 TV (Channel 30) to check Trinity’s schedule status.  

 

 

WE INVITE YOU TO RETURN YOUR “FAITH PROMISE” CARD 

 
God calls each of us to grow in our individual Christian life, and in large part the way we do that 
is to participate in our church life together, which includes everything from worshiping together 
to serving others in various forms of ministry together. One of these ways we grow in our 
Christian life is to participate in our church life financially. Recently our church leaders 
distributed “Faith Promise” cards along with our proposed 2008 church budget. The budget is 
simply a plan for spending, and church leaders use your filled-in cards to further shape that plan 
and help them realistically chart the course financially for what ministries we can do in 2008. 
 
If you don’t have a card, please see Mal Cummings. You can place your card in the offering 
platter during a Sunday service (or send it to the church office) anytime during January. Faith 
Promise cards are anonymous, so don’t put your name on the card. Instead, pray and think about 
it, then put the amount you pledge to contribute in 2008, with God’s help (that’s the faith part!).  

 

 

UPCOMING GATHERINGS AT THE PINES 

 
Please take note of these upcoming mind- and faith-growing opportunities at Pilgrim Pines 
Conference Center in beautiful southern New Hampshire: 

 
• January 4-6, Winterfest 2008 High School Retreat (held at Lake Champion, NY) 
• January 18-21, Family Winter Weekend 
• February 8-10, Trailblazer Winter Retreat (for students in grades 4-6) 
• February 15-18, Family Winter Weekend 
• February 22-24, Junior High Winter Retreat (for churches including Trinity) 

 

Promotional/registration brochures are available in the church office. In addition to church-
centered retreats, the Pines carries on a great service to seniors in the broader public as a hosting 
site for many Elderhostel “Adventures in Life-Long Learning” programs held during most 
months of the year. For fees and information on these and other programs, please call the Pines at 
603/352-0443. You can also visit www.pilgrimpines.org, or e-mail info@pilgrimpines.org.  
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COVENANT WORLD RELIEF CAMPAIGN COMING SOON 

 

Due to our involvement in Operation Christmas Child and other ministries last autumn, we have 
rescheduled our participation in the Covenant World Relief campaign for the coming weeks of 
winter. Be watching for announcements about this significant ministry by which we raise funds 
to help the poor and needy through our outstanding Christian humanitarian organization. 

 

 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

 
Stanley & Audrey Kasakowski   Nicole Cox (formerly DeAngelo) 
242 Garden Street     20 Alexander Street 
Bristol, CT  06010     Bristol, CT  06010 
860/582-2283; a.kasakowski@worldnet.att.net 860/589-1492; myjeanson@yahoo.com 

 

 

THANKS TO YOU 

 

Dear Trinity members and friends, 
 
We call Christmas the season of giving, and that’s most appropriate for the best reason of all, that 
God gave us His Son whose birth we commemorate by giving. In this spirit you have also been 
most generous with us, and we want you to know of our appreciation for your thoughtful card 
and monetary gift to us during the Worship Service on December 23rd. May you who are 
generous likewise be the recipients of good gifts this season and into the New Year. 
 

God’s blessings to you in 2008, 
 
Pastor Dave, Edie, Isaac, Abbey, & Samuel 

 

 

SEND A CARD, SAY A PRAYER 

 
Here are church members and friends who live in retirement communities, who may miss church 
because of physical challenges, or who are ill or otherwise just need our prayers and a card: 
 
* Ruth Bridgwater, Parkway Health Center, 800 SE Central Pkwy, Rm. 109, Stuart, FL  34994 
 

* Mary Eschenbrenner, 12 McKernan Drive, Plainville, CT 06062  
 

* Judith Johnson, The Gables of Guilford, 201 Granite Road, Apt. 115, Guilford, CT  06437 
 

* Annie Larson, 88 Scott Swamp Road, Apt. 313, Farmington, CT 06032 
 

* Ruth Lunn, 424 Lake Avenue, Unit 1, Bristol, CT  06010 
 

* David Peterson, Pilgrim Manor Care Center, Room 22, Missionary Rd., Cromwell, CT  06416 
 

* Emma Selander, 75 Perry Road, Forestville, CT  06010 
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PREPARING FOR, AND SERVING ON, SUNDAYS IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 

 

VOLUNTEER CUSTODIANS    

January       February 

  6    Dick & Claudia Peterson                                             3     Manny Saxon                                                    
13    Dick & Claudia Peterson                                         10     Ruth Bernadt & Ruby Harper                                                          
20    Freitas Family                                                          17     Dick & Claudia Peterson                                                    
27    Dale Johnson                                                            24                                                                                                  
 
 

NURSERY CAREGIVERS  

January             February 

   6     Catherine Simons & Brandy Simons                           3                                                                                                                                         
 13     Sherry Eschenbrenner & Mary Lou Freitas               10                                                                                                   
 20     Marilyn Anderson & Ruby Harper                            17                                                                                                                     
 27     Jennifer Leander & Edie Chandler                            24                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
USHERS       

January      February 

Donald & Ruth Goranson          Richard Anderson & Richard Peterson                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                          
 
COMMUNION PREPARERS  

January       February 

Sandra Soucy & Nancy Johnson         Ruth Bernadt & Sandra Soucy                                                                                                                    
 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 
January      February 

     Scott Peterson, Richard Peterson                                Donald & Ruth Goranson 
              Carol Nilson, Carol Valauskas                                   Marvin & June Anderson 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                             
BIBLE READERS       

January   February 

  6     Richard Anderson (op)                                              3    Ruth Bernadt (op)                                         
13     Abigail Leander                                                       10    Savannah Freitas                                                                                                                                                       
20     Mal Cummings (op)                                                17    Marvin Anderson                                                                                                        
27     Nino Freitas                                                             24    Dale Johnson                                                                   
                
 

LEADER/PIANIST FOR HEALTH-CARE CENTER SERVICE 

           
February 7       Marilyn Anderson, leader                 Margaret Carlson, pianist                                                 
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DATES OF NOTE AMONG TRINITY FOLK 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

    1   Anil Mathew                                                          13      Emma Selander 
    3   Thomas Ersevim                                                    14      Manuel Saxon 
    3   Doris Gadzik                                                          21      Nicole Cox 
    4   Donald Rogers                                                       28      Joseph Maar 
    5   Heidi Maar                                                                  
    8   Sharon Schadler                                                JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
  11   John Puzzo                                                             
                                                                                        27     Richard & Sue Keller  
____________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                     
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

       7   Bertil Carlson                                                          23     Carl Schadler 
       8   Marvin Anderson                                                    27     Edmund Valauskas                                                       
     13   Ruth Lunn                                           
     17   Dale Johnson                                                      FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES            
     19   Tim Johnson                                                                    
     20   Carol Nilson                                                              7      Donald & Alice Rogers                     
                                                                                             19     Edmund & Carol Valauskas                 
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